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CONDORCET: A BIOGRAPHY.

By M. ARAGO.

[Translated for the SBmithsonian Tostitotion by M. A, Heory. ]

INTRODUCTION.

During the latter years of his life, George Cavier consented to spare
a few moments from his immortal researches to make some notes for
the benefit of his future biographers. One of these notes commences
thus: “Ihave written so0 many enlogies, that it is not presumptious to
suppose that some one will write mine.” This remark of the illustrious
naturalist has reminded me that the last secretary of the old Academy
of Beiences, himself the anthor of fifty-four biographies of academicians
equally remarkable for their conception and their expression, has not
yet received in this assembly the tribute which on many accounts is
justly his due. The fact that we have owed this debt to his memory
half a century is only a more powerful reason that it should be discharged
without further delay. Ouar eulogies, as our memoirs, should bave truth
for their fonndation and their object. Bat truth in regard to public men
is difficult to attain, particularly when their lives have been passed in
the midst of political storms, I therefore earnestly appeal to the few
contemporaries of Condorcet whom death has spared, for correction of
any error I may have made in spite of my careful efforts,

It has perhaps been observed that I have called my article a biog-
raphy and not as usnal an historical ewlogy. 1tis in fact a detailed biog-
raphy I have the honor to present to the Academy. Withont desiring
to establish a precedent for future secretaries, I will explain how in this
instance the old form did not fulfil the end I desired.

Condorcet was no ordinary academician devoted alone to the laboras
of the closet: a speculative philosopher, and a citizen of unbiased judg-
ment,—his life, his public and private conduet, and his works, were in-
fluential in literary, economical, and political associations. No one sof-
fered more from the instability of publie favor, jealonsy, and fanat-
icismy,—those three terrible scourges of reputation. In sketehing a
portrait, which it is my duoty to render as faithful as possible, I cannot
pretend to claim belief on mere assertion. It is not enough that for
every characteristic feature I have endeavored with the greatest care
to assure my own mind that my impressions are correct ; I must enable
the public to intelligently decide between the prevailing judgment and

my own ; it 18 necessary, therefore, to carefully examine and combat
130
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the false views of those who, in my estimation, have never truly com-
prebended the majeetic aspect presented to his generation by the great
Condorcet.

If I ventore to hope that I have fonnd truth where others have
fallen into error, it is becanse I have had access to private sonrces of
information. The distinguished danghter of our former secretary, and
her illustrions busband, General ("Connor, have placed their rich
archives at my disposal, with a kindness, unreserve, and liberality for
which 1 eannot sufficiently thank them, Many manuseripts of Condorcet
finished or incomplete, his letters to Targot, answers from the lord lien.
tenant of Limoges, the comptroller-general of finance, fifty-two nuupub-
lished letters of Voltaire, the correspondence of Lagrange with the see-
retary of the Academy of SBeiences and with d’Alembert, letters of Fred-
ericli the Great, of Franklin, of Mademoiselle de 'Espinasse, of Borda, of
Mouge, &e.—such are the treasures I reeeived from the honorable family
of Condorcet. Thisis the material which has led me to clear and precise
ideas of the part taken by our confrire in the political, soeial, and intel-
leetual movement of the second half of the eighteenth century.

I have a fear that I have not sufficiently avoided a temptation result-
ing from the kindness of General and Mrs. Connor. In going over
the manuseript confided to me, my mind was involuntarily impressed
with the apprehension of the thonsand accidents which might happen to
those precious pages, and the result has been an unecommon number of
quotations, and therefore an expansion of points which perbaps might
better have been only alluded to. 1 am aware of the inconvenience
of such elaboration, but consider as sufficient compensation that I have
perbhaps rescued from oblivion facts, opinions, and literary judgments
of great value; that I have made to speak in my place many eminent
personages of the last century.

One word as to the unusnal length of this article. I am well aware of
the demands it must make upon the patient attention of my hearers,
and the great desirability of retrenchment even after the nomerous
omissions which bad become necessary by the exigencies of a publie
reading, but I consider my mission unusnal, and more than ordinarily
golemn ; in fact I am about to undertake the rebabilitation of a col-
league, and that in every peint of view, scientifie, literary, philosophiecal,
and political. Any feeling of self-love that might interfere with this end
would mauifestly be unworthy of the assembly I address as well as of
myself.

INFANCY AND YOUTH OF CONDORCET—HIS STUDIES, HIS CHARACTER,
HIS MATHEMATICAL LABORES.

Jean Antoine Nicolas Caritat de Condorcet, formerly perpetnal see-
retary of the Academy of Seiences, was born on the 17th of September,
1743,in Picardy, in the small village of Ribemont, which had already given
to the Academy the engineer Blondel, celebrated by the construction of
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the gate of Baint Denis. The father of Condoreet, M. Caritat, a captain
of eavalry, originally the Dauphiv’s, was the younger brother of the
prelate whom we see successively from 1741 bishop of Gap, of Auxerre,
and of Lisienx, He was also related to the cardinal of Bernis and the
famous archbishop of Vienna, M. d'Yse of Saléon, who while bighop of
Rodez made himself so prominent in the council of Embrun by his
warm support of the Jesuits.

Condorcet bad hardly attained his fourth year when he lost his
fatber. The widow of Captain Caritat was very devotional in her
tendencies. As, in her opinion, an infallible means of protecting her
only son from the dangers of youth, she dedicated him to the Virgin
and to the wearing of white garments. Condoreet accordingly wore
for eight years the costume of a girl. This singular circumstance, as
an effectual interdiction of all gymnastic exercises, retarded greatly the
development of his physical powers. It also prevented him from enter-
ing the public schools, since a boy in petticoats could not fail to be an
object of derision.

When be bad attained his eleventh year, his uncle placed him nnder
the care of one of the members of that celebrated Society of Jesus,
around which began already to gather the political storm.

Not to trespass npon your time, permit me here a reflection. Madame
Caritat de Condorcet, in the excess of her maternal love, subjected the
childhood of the future secretary of the Academy to practices tending in
more than one respect to superstition. The young Condorcet, as soon
a8 he opened his eyes, was sorrounded by a family composed of the
highest dignoitaries of the chorch and military officers, whose ideas were
without exception aristocratie ; his first guides, his first instroctors, were
Jesnits, Behold the result of 8o unusual a coneourse of circumstances.
In politics, a complete rejection of all idea of hereditary prerogative ;
in religion, scepticism carried to its ntmost limits. This reflection con-
firmed by many observations of a similar character history can farnish,
shounld it not calm somewhat the ardor with which political and relig-
ious parties, setting aside the rights of families, dispute by turns the
monopoly of public instruction, Buoch a monopoly is dangerous only in
a country where thought is chained; with the liberty of the press,
reason, whatever may be done, will finally assert itself.

In the month of Auguost, Condorcet, then thirteen years of agre, car-
ried off the second prize in the institution the Jesunits had established
at Beims. In 1753 he comwenced at Paris his mathematical stndies, at
the College of Navarre. His snccesa was brilliant and rapid, for at the
end of ten months he maintained a very difficult analvtical thesis with
&0 much distinetion, that Clairaat, d’Alembert, and Fontaine, who ex-
amined him, saloted him as a future member of the Academy.

Such a horoscope from persons 80 eminent decided the fotore of the
young mathematician. In spite of the resistauce he foresaw on the
part of his family, he resolved to devote himself to the pursuit of science,
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and established himself at Paris for the purpose with his old master, M,
- Girand de Kérondon.

When Condorecet left college he was already a profound thinker. T
find in a letter of 1775, addressed to Turgot, and entitled My confession
of faith, that at the age of seventeen years the young scholar had seri-
ously reflected upon the moral ideas of justice and virtue, and upon the
question whether (leaving aside other considerations) it was to man's
interest to be jost and virtnous. I give his solution of the question,
although not sure of its originality with him. I am quite convinced,
however, of the novelty of the extreme resolntion to which it led him,

“A sentient being suffers from the evil which another sentient being
experiences. In society, an unjust or criminal action eannot fail to injure
some one. The anthor of such an action has, then, the consciousnesa of
having cansed suffering to one of his own kind. If the sensibility with
which patore has endowed him remains intact, he must therefore suffer
bimself. In order, then, not to destroy his natural sensibility he must,
in eelf-interest, strengthen his ideas of virtoe and justice,”

This conclusion followed naturally from the premises. It led the
young Condorcet to renounce entirely the chase, and prevented him from
killing even insects, provided that they did not harm him.

There were very few subjects in regard to which Condorcet had, even
in early youth, vague and unformed opinions, and there is a beantiful
harmony between the various periods of his laborions and agitated
career. We see him, while still a youth, place kindness towards ani-
mals among the most efficacions means for preserving natoral sen-
sibility,—according to him, the principal source of all virtne. This idea
controlled him throughout life. Even just before his death, in the
admirable tract called Advice of an outlaw to his daughter, he writes these
touching exhortations:

“My dear daughter, preserve in all its parity, all its force, the feeling
which leads us to share the sorrow of every sentient being. Do not
confine your sensibilities to the sufferings of the human race, but let
Your humanity extend even to animals; render those happy which be-
long to you; do not disdain to consider their well-being ; be not insen-
sible to their naive and sincere gratitude; canse them no useless pain.
* * * The want of foresight in apimals is the only excuse for that
barbarous law which impels them to uselessly destroy each other.”

I must seize the first opportunity which offers to show you Condoreet
resolutely following these principles. Such as he was in morals we find
him later in politics. _

The first fruit of the meditations to which Condorcet devoted himself
with M. Gerand de Kérondon was a work entitled Essay upon the infe-
gral calewlus, The author was only twenty-two when he presented it to
the Academy. Allow me to preface with a few general reflections what
I have to say of this treatise and of other muathematical works of Con-
doreet,
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We ean bardly mention in the vast domain of seience more than eight
or ten important discoveries which have not required the snccessive ef-
forts of several generations of savans. Unhappily, inventors, from o mis-
taken feeling ot self-love, are not ready to acknowledge to the historians
of seience the sources from which they bave borrowed; they desire more
to astonish than to instruct, They do not see it is far better to confess
loyally their indebtedness than to incur the suspicion of bad faith.

In the sciences of observation every course of stones composing a
complete edifice is more or less apparent. DBooks, academie eollections,
tell when and by whom these courses have been laid, The public may
connt the stages which muost be surmonnted by him to whom is reserved
the happiness of laying the cap-stone. Iach has his appropriate share
of glory in the work of eenturies,

Sueh is pot the ease with pure mathematies. The filiation of methods
often escapes the most practised eye; at each step we find processes,
theorics withont apparent counection with any which precede, Certain
geometers wove majestically in the upper regions of space, while it is
not easy to say who prepared the road for their ascent. We may add
that this road is usually established wpon a scaffolding taken care of
by no one when the road is completed. To collect scattered débris is a
task unpleasant, ungrateful, and without glovy, and, for this triple rea-
son, is selilom undertaken.

The savans who devote themselves to pure mathematics without at-
taining the first rank must resign themselves to all these disadvantages.
I have not yet mentioned the most important ; it results from the neces-
sity the historian of mathematics experiences of divesting his mind en-
tirely of the light of bis own eentury in jodging of the works of former
times. To this may be principally attributed the faect that Condoreet
has never taken his trone rank among geometers, and it is also on
acconnt of this dificulty that I have shronk from the obligation of de-
geribing in o few lines the numerons mathematicsl works of our former
secretary. IDappily, as I have already said, I bave in my bands unpub-
lished articles of Lagrange, of d"Alembert, in which the memoirs of Con-
dorcet are noticed at the time of their publication. Condorcet was thus
jodged by men of the ntmost competence; an advantage by no means
always secured to mathematical workers in the appreciation they receive
from their contemporaries.

The firat work of Condorcet, his Infegral caloulus, was examined by
an academical committee, in May, 1765. The report of it, presented by
d’Alembert, ends thus: *This work indicates great talent and deserves
the approbation of the Aeademy.”

Certain superficial eritics, who searcely looked at the work of Condor-
cet, spoke of it with ridicule and contempt, nndoubtedly considering that
the reporter of the academieal committee treated it with ealpable indal-
gence; and they seemed to bave referred the matter to Lagrange, for
this great geometer wrote to d’Alembert the 6th day of July, 1765: *#The
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Tutegral ealeulus of Condoreet appears to me well wortbhy of the praises
with which you bhave honored it.”

But setting these authorities aside, it is none the less established that
thiz work contains the first serious well considered discussions of the
conditious of integration of the ordinary differential equations of all orders,
as well relatively to the integral of an immwediately inferior order, as to
the delinitive integral. In it we also fiud the germs of several import-
ant works, since completed, on equations with finite differences,

The volume of the Academy of Sciences for 1772 contains the memoir
in which the inventive spirit of Coudoreet is most brillinntly manifested,
The blind or systematie detractors of the mathematical ability of our
former secretary are again controverted by the following verdict of La-
grange upon this production :

“The wemoir is filled with great and froitfol ideas sufficient to have
supplied the material for several works. The last article bas especially
impressed me by its elegance and utility., Recurrent series bave so
frequently been treated before, that the subject might bave been con-
pidered exhausted. In this article, bowever, is a new application of
these series, more important, in my opinion, than any which had been
made before. It opens to us, so to say, o new field for the perfection
of the Integral ealeulons.”

Without leaving the field of pure mathematics, I might find in the
academic colleetions of Paris, Berliv, Bologoa, St. Petersburg, works bear-
ing upon the most difficult questions of the science which would equally
attest the ability of our former secretary, but I must hasten to votice
some applications of cpalysis which did Lim no less honor. To do jus-
tice to Lthe subject in any reasonable time I cannot proceed by order of
date.

When we reflect upon the diffienlties of all kinds astronomers have
to overcome in order to determine with precision tbhe orbits of the
planets ; when we consider, further, that it bas been possible to har-
monize the positions taken by the planets at the apogee, at the perigee,
and all the intermediate points, only because they are constantly observ-
able, we can bardly dare to conceive the hope of ever tracing in space the
course of most of the comets, those vagrant stars which show themselves
for a few days, only to be lost for centaries.

A very simple analytieal ealenlus dissipates this impression. It shows
that, speaking theoretically, three observations are more than soflicient
to determive a comel’s orbit, enpposed to be parabolie, but the elements
of this orbit are found to be so entangled in the equations that it appears
difficalt to free them withoot ealenlations of inconvenient length.

The problemw thus regarded was pot really solved, even after Newton,
Fontaine, Euler, &e., had made it the subject of assiduous study, When
the Academy of Berlin proposed it as a prize subject, the astronomers,
instead of employing the methods of compuatation of these great geome-
ters, still pursned the graphic systems, in which parabolas of card-board
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of various parameters are used. The aim of the Academy was clearly
expressed—to bave the processes employed, at onee direct and simple.
The award of the prize was to have been made in 1774, but it was de-
ferred.  In 1778 Condorcet shared it with M. Tempelhoff. * Your beau-
tiful essay,” wrote Lagrange to our confrére (June 8, 1773), ¢ would have
received the entire prize if the application of your theory had been made
to any particular comet. This condition was in the programme.” The
coudition was certainly there, but Condoreet had, as he himself acknowl-
edges, an extreme repugnance “ for caleulations which tax without pleas-
ing the attention.” Of course it will be understood that numerical
calenlations are meant,

Awmong the great mathematical discoveries the world owes to France
is a branch of ealculus still very little appreciated, notwithstanding the
services it bas already rendered aod those it still promises. This is the
caleulus of probabilities,

I do not hesiiate to claim this discovery of the ealenlus of probabili-
ties for oar country, notwithstanding the effortas whicl have been made
to deprive her of the eredit.  To dignify as inventors of this caleulus the
authors of some nuwerical remarks, withont preeision npon the varions
ways of computing a certain snm of points, in the simultaneons throw
of three dice, would be a baseless pretension, which even national
prejudice could hardly excuse,

Among the eminent services this ealenlns has rendered to mankind
we shoulid mention in the first line the abolition of the lottery and sev-
eral other games of chance, which were as traps set for cupidity, cre-
dulity, and ignorance. Thanks to the evident and simple principles
upon which the new analysis is founded, it is no longer possible to dis-
guise the frands in which these financial eombinations were formerly
entrenched: diseounts, annuities, tontines, insurances of all kinds, have
lost their character of mystery and obscurity,

On this ground the application of probabilities has been admitted
without much resistance. But when Condoreet, after some essays of
Nicolas Bernoulli, made incursion, by means of the new calenlus, into
the domain of jurisprudence and of moral and political seience, an oppo-
sition alwost general warned him that he could not take possession of
this field without & severe contest. To tell the trath, the contest still
coutinoes. In order to end it, the geometers, on the one hand, must
consent to put the principles of probabilities in clear, precise terms, as
free as possible from technical expressions; while, on the other hand
(and this is much mwore difficalt), the public must be led to recognize,
that appreciation of certain very complex matters cannot be attained
at a glance ; that it is impossible to speak pertinently of figures withont
mastering first at least the priociples of enumeration ; finally that thera
exist traths, legitimate connections, ontside of those, the rodiments of
which may bave been acqunired in yonth, or by the rending of classical
works., Tocomprehend that civil and eriminal tribunals should be con-
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stituted so that the innocent may run very little risk of coudemnation ;
in order also to comprehend that the chances of an unjust condemna-
tion will be as mueh lessened as the judgment is rendered by the greater
majority, the simple nataral light of the most ordinary sentiments of
humanity is all that is vecessary., The problem becomes much more
complicated when the question is to reconcile the proper guaranty of
justice to the innocent with the need of society that the goilty shall
not escape; simple reason here gives only vague results, to these cal-
culation alone can give precision,

Let me repeat, that in judicial decisions there are certain phases, cer-
tain points of view, where resort may be had to caleulation. By carrying
into this labyrinth the torch of mathematical analysis, Condorcet not
ouly proved his own coarage, but opened an entirely new path. This,
if pursned by geometers with a firm bot can:ious step, should lead
to the discovery, in the social, judicial, and political organization of
modern societies, of anomalies hitherto nnsuspected,

It is gquite evideut that in its ineursions iuto the domain of jurispro-
dence, the calcalas of probabilities has for its object solely the numeri-
cal comparison of the decisions obtained with such or such a majority;
to find the relative value of such or such number of witnesses, I may
then in terms of severe reproof direet the attention of the public to the
passages La Harpe, in his Philosophie du X VIII Siécle, has devoted to
these applications of mathematies, It will be seen there, I dare say,
with astonishment that the writer accuses our colleague of wishiug to do
away with testimony, and even written proof; of pretending to replace
these advantageously by apalytical formuls, Instead of desiving to
refute expressions so far from academical as “this is a supremely ridicu-
lous use of seience,” it is *an extravagauot conquess of the revolutionary
philosophy,” “this shows what insanity matbhematies may produce,” one
regrets to see s man of real talent fallen into such incredible errors.  As
to the rest, it is a new proof that no one, not even an academician, can
safely speak of that which he has vot studied.

I wust confess that the matbhematical writings of Condoreet lack the
elegant clearness which distinguish in so high a degree the memoirs
of Euler and of Lagrange. I1YAlembert, who was himself not irre-
proachable in this respect, endeavored, Lot with no great success, to
induce our former secretary to take more pains. In March, 1772, he
wrote to Lagrange: “ I wish muech that oor friend Condorcet, who has
so much sagacity, and such genius, bad a better maover of expression,
but it seems to be the nature of his mind to work in this way.,” This ex-
cuse for him has wore foundation than might readily Le accepted.
Euler, I'Alembert, Lagrange, with av equal talent for mathematies, had -
each entirely different modes of workivg., Euler caleulated without
apparent eflort, as men breathe, as the birds fly, In a letter I have
under my eyes, dated 1760, d’Alembert thus speaks of bLimself to
Lagrange: * It ia not in my nature to oceupy myself with one thing
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long at a time. I leave a subject and resume it again as often as
the humor takes me, withont discouragement, and ordinarily this inter-
mittent perseverance is snccessful.” A third way in which genius
works seems to be indicated by this passage, which I copy from a man-
uscript pote from the author of the Mdcanique analytique: “ My oceun-
pations are reduced to studying geometry trangunilly and in silence.
As I am not pressed and work more for my own pleasure than from
duty, like the lord of a chatean who builds, tears down, and rebuilds
again. I make, unmake, and remake until I am tolerably eontent with
the results, which, however, rarely happens.” It is well, perhaps, that
variety and individuoality exist in mathematieal researches, as in every-
thing else ; that ways the most diverse may equally lead men of ability
to such diserveries as the mutual attraction of celestial bodies, the cause
of the change in the obliquity of the ecliptie, the cause of the precession
of the equinoxes, and that of the libration of the moon.

It may be asked with very natural surprise how Condorcet could
renonoce so easily the suceess a scientific career promised him in order
to throw himself into the discussions of 2 subject often very problemati-
cal—social economy, aud into the heated arena of politics, 1f this wasa
fuult, mauy others also were equally enlpable. Moreover, here is the pal-
liation: Early convineed that the human race is indefinitely perfectible,
Condorcet (I copy) rezarded its improvement * as one of the pleasantest
oceupations, one of the first daties of the man who bas strengthened
lis reason by stady amd weditation.” e expressed the same thought
in other words when, in a letter to Voltaire, he speaks with regret of
returning to geometry: “ltseems cold to work only for vainglory, when
one desires to be working for the publie good.” 1 do notadmit the distine-
tion; the vainglory Condoreet speaks of was more directly conducive to
the benefitol hnmanity than the researches, economieal and philosophieal,
which our contrére undertook with so much zest in the secial com-
munity. The good done by scienee has roots deeper and more extended
than those from any other source. 1t is not sulject to the fluctnations,
the sudden eaprices, the retrograde movements which so often produce
perturbations in society. The torch of science dissipates a hundred old
and debasing prejadiees, inveterate maladies of the moral and intel-
lectual world.  If Condorcet was inclined to insinunate that scientific dis-
coveries bave no direct or immediate influence upon the body politie,
I will not revert to snch well kuown benefaetions as the mariner’s com-
pass, gnopowder, and the steam-engine to refute the suggestion ; 1 will
take one fact from a thonsan:d that show what importaut events may
result through the agency of the simplest inventions.

In the year 1746 the Pretender had appeared in Scotland, and France
was sending him powerful succor, The French fleet aud the English squad-
ron passed each other during a very dark night. The most vigilant of the
watch saw nothing, gave no sigonel; but, unhappily for France and its
ally, Admiral Kowles, on leaving Loudon, was provided with o glass
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of recent and very simple construetion, known voder the name of the
night-glass—a glass in which the artist had sacrificed magnilying power
to illumination. With this instrument he descried, outlined on the hori-
zon, numerous vessels ; he pursued them, reached them, captured them :
the humble night-glass decided the destiny of the Stuarts,

We may explain the sadness felt by Condoreet on returning to mathe.
maties by the faet that even the most illostrions of geometers were at
that time discouraged. They believed that they had reached the final
limits of the science. We may judge this from the following passage I
copy from a letter of Lagrange to a’Alembert: “I believe that the mine
is already too deep, and, as we discover no new braoches, sooner or later
it must be abandoned, Chemistry and physies proffer a richer reward,
with easier research. The taste, loo, of the century does not lie in our
direction. Itis not impossible that the parsunit of geometry in the acad-
emies will some time become as rare as the study of Arabie is to-day in
the universities.”

NoMivaATION OF CONDORCET TO THE ACADEMY oOF SCIENOEsS—HIS
JOURNEY TO FERNEY—HIS RELATIONS WITH VOLTAIRE,

I learn by a letter from (d’Alembert to Lagrange that Condorcet might
Lave entered the Academy in 1763, at the age of twenty-five years, His
parents objected ; to make science his official ocenpation was in their eyes
derogatory to his station. He was received in 1769, His family yielded
rather becanse tired of objecting than from convietion; fer, six years
later, Condoreet, already perpetual seeretary of the Academy, wrote to
Tuargot, * Look with favor npon M. Thonvenel; he is the ouly one of my
relatives who forgave me for not being a eavaley eaptain.”

I must ¢lass among the first of Condoreet’s academic works, an unpuab-
lished memoir opon the best organization of learned societies. This
was intended for the Spanish Goveroment. Influenced by the desire to
calm the susceptibilities of the conrt of Madrid, the anthor has underrated
certain phases of the question, but in it we find general views the froit
of an enlightened judgment and some curious anecdotes, which give the
key, hitherto lost, to various provisions of our ancient academic rules.

It would show an entire want of understanding of the Spain of the
XVIlIth century to dream of establishing an academy in which the
Medina Celi, the d'Ossuna, &c., as representatives of the nobilify, wounld
have no place. Condoreet made this coneession ; e ereated honorary
members, but stipulated for an equality of rights which would, be hoped,
“raise the academicians in the eyes of the publie, and perhaps in their
own estimation, for savans unfortunately are not always philosophers.”
t To render,” said Condoreet, * this anion of the men of rank, who love
science, and the savans devoted to her progress agreeable to both par-
ties, this saying of Lounis XIV shouold be kept in wind: ¢ Do yon know
why Racine and M. de Cavoye agree so well? Racine with Cavoye is
a man of the court; Cavoye with Racine is a man of letters."”
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Perhaps I may be excused if, in this connection, I divanlge from the
manaseript of Condoreet the origin of an article of the first charter of
our society relating to the nomination of men of rank:

“ When we introduced,” said our confrére, * honorary members in the
Academy, for fear that troe savans might be tronbled by the hanteur or
abuse of power of the monks, Fontenelle proposed that the class of
honorary members should be the only one to which they conld be ad-
mitted.”

In the hope of inducing the Spanish anthorities not to be infuenced in
their choice of members by the religious prineiples of candidates, Con-
doreet proposed to them this qunestion : * In an academy composed of the
heathen Aristotle, the Brahmin Pythagoras, the Mussnlman Alhasen,
the Catholic Descartes, the Jansenist Pascal, the Ultramontane Cassini,
the Calvinist Huygens, the Anglican Bacon, the Arian Newton, the De-
ist Leibnitz, wounld there be any question of preference in regard to sect?
Think you there would be consideration in such an assembly for any-
thing but pure geometry and physics 1"

Condoreet aspired at Madrid not ouly to secure for the director of the
academy extended aothority and large prerogatives; he desired, to
use his own words, “to free the ravans from the indignity, especially
distasteful to them, of being under the protection of subalterns—an evil,
in fact, of all times and all conntries.”

If the memoir of Condorcet ever sees the day, i~ may be considered that
be prononnced too absolutely against the admission of foreigners among
the resident members of the academies. If so, history may say in his
defense that when he wrote it, the French Government was prodi-
gal of its favors to foreigners of moderate ability, while it neglected
men of superior talent born in the country. Witness, for example, an
Italian,—Boscovich, provided with a large pension by the same ministers
who refused to d’Alembert, notwithstanding his genius, and contrary
to all rule, the reversibility of 1,200 livres of revenue, proceeding from
the snceession of Clairant. See also this same individuoal, who is men.
tioned very slightingly by Lagrange and d’Alembert in the letters T have
in hand, attempting to enter the Academy without waiting for a vacancy
and on the point of success, thanks to the foolish admiration entertained
for any one with a foreign termination to his name.*

Until 1770 Condorcet seemed desirons of confining his attention ex-
clusively to mathematical and economical studies. After this period he
threw himself into the world of literatnre. There will be no hesitation
in discerning the cause of this revolution, when we remark that it
coincides in date with the journey made by d’Alembert and Condoreet to
Ferney, the home of Voltaire. Upon his return the young academician
of twenty-seven years wrote to Turgot, intendant of Limousin, I found
Voltaire so full of activity and enthusiasm that one would be tempted
to believe him immortal, if & slight injustice towards Rounssean and too

*This paragraph scarcely does jnstics to the distinguished Italian physicist.
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great sensibility in regard to the follies of Fréron did not prove him to be
homan.” With reference to some articles in the Dictionnaire philoso-
phique(then unpublished), articles the importance and originality of which
may be a matter of donubt, Condorcet says: * Voltaire works leas for
reputation than for the good of his cause. Ile should not be judged as
a philosopher but as an apostle” Could there be an appreciation of
certain works of Voltaire of greater delicacy and taste ¥

Voltaire became a sort of Dalai-Lama of the intellectual world. His
friends were undignified courtiers, blindly devoted to the caprices of
their master, and endeavoring to obtain, by outrageons flattery end un-
limited complaisance, one of those letters from Ferney, which then
seemed in the eyes of the world a certain token of immortality. As for
Condoreet, a few words will show his opinion of this foolish adulation.

Madame Necker received in 1776 some very flattering verses from Vol-
taire. Herhusband,snccessor of Turgot ascomptroller-general of finances,
received a large meed of praise also in these versea, All this was an-
donbtedly a matter of little consequence, but Condorcet’s rigid sense of
propriety was disturbed; he considered it an act of weakness, and feared
that the repatation of the philosopher would saffer by it; his uneasiness
and displeasure were vented in expressions of considerable severity, I
am sorry for these verses. Yoo do not consider the weight of your name.
* # * Yon are like that class of people who would leave a Jupiter to
appland a harleqonin. * * * T know your piece only by hearsay, bat
those who have read it tell me that apropos of Mme. Enveloppe (M.
and Mme, Necker) you speak of Cato. This reminds me of a young for-
eigner who once said to me,*I have seen three great men in France, Vol-
taire, d’Alembert, and the Abbé de Voisenon.’”

One more example of his independence and loyal frankness: Voltaire
was desirons of committing to the stage, at Paris, the tragedy he had
composed in his old age, Irene. Condorcet, dreading a failare, resisted
the pressing request of Voltaire to assist bim in this step, with judicions
and firm criticisms, conched in respectful language, however, in which
is never lost the disciple addressing the master. Thus, for example, in
a letter at the end of 1777 : * See, sir! See! yon have accustomed us
to perfection in action and in character, as Racine has acenstomed us to
perfection in style. * * * If we are severe it is your own fault.”

Condorcet was a profound geometer. He belonged to that class of
intellectual men who, even when witnessing the most beautiful tragedies
of Corneille and Racine, wonld mentally ask at each scene, what does
that prove? Voltaire surely ought fo-have cared little for the eriticism
of & judge so incompetent. Listen and decide :

“ FERNEY, January 12, 1778,

“ My UNIVERSAL PHILOSOPHER : Your diseretion is astonishing and
your friendship day by day more dear to me. Iam grieved and ashamed
to have differed from you in regard to the last effort of an old man of
eighty-four years. I believed, upon the faith of a few tears shed in my
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prezence by those who knew how to read and to assame without feeling
passion, that if my little effort was well depicted and well acted it might
produce at I'aria a happy effect. I was, vufortunately, mistaken. I
was aware of most of the faults you have the kindness to point out,
and I add to them mapy others, I was endeavoring to make a picture
out of a rongh sketch, when your eriticisms, dictated by friendship and
by reason, came to increase my doubts of its worth. We ean do noth-
ing well in the arts of imagination and taste without the aid of an en-
lightened friend.”

I feel that I am dwelling too long npon a point of the life of Condoreet
which would seem to be already suoiliciently illustrated, but I am irre-
gistibly impelled to give a third and last iocident of the frankness of
Condoreet, which, in this case, truly amounted to a beauntiful and noble
action.

Voltaire and Montesqunien,did notlike each other. Montesquien even
allowed this to be too evident. Voltaire, irritated by some pamphlets
published by Montesquien, wrote at Ferney, against the I Esprit des Lois,
several articles, which he sent to his friends in Paris, asking to have
them published. Condorcet did pot yield to the demand, imperions
ag it was, of the illustrions olid man., *“Do you not see,” be remon-
strated, “that to what you say to-day will be opposed your former
praises of Moonteaquien? His admirers, displeased by the way in which
youn take up some of bis erroncous statements, will seek for similar inad-
vertencies in your own works, and they eanuot possibly fail to find sach,
for even C@sar describing his campaigos in his Commentaries, commits
some inaccuracies, * * * You will, I hope, pardon me for notcomply-
ing with your request in this matter, which youn seem to have so much
at heart. My attachment compels me to tell you what is for your advan-
tage and not what will please you, If I loved you less, I wounld not dare
to oppose you. I know the faolts of Monwesgquien, but he is worthy
enough for yon to overlook them.” Alfter this poble apd loyal lan-
gnage, which was wellealenlated to rectify wrong ideas, it caunot be said
that all the philosophers of the XVIIIth century were the vassals of
Voltaire. The short response of the illustrions old man to the remon-
strances of Condorcet is a document so valuable to the history of our lit-
erature that I cannot allow it to remain hidden in wy porttolio ; here it
is: ;

“There is bat one way to respond to what a true philosopher wrote
me on the 20th of June. I thank him very sineerely. Oue onght not
to blush to go to school, even if of the age of Methuselah * * * ]|
repeat my thanks.”

CONDORCET BUCCES30R OF GRANDJEAN DE FDUEHT’, AS SECRETARY
OF THE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES—APPRECIATION oF HIS EULOGIES
OF THE ACADEMICIANS,

Fontenelle had given so much éclat to the functions of the secretary
of the Academy of Sciences that at his death no one wished to succeed
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bhim. After much goli :itation, Mairan consented to oceupy provisionally
the place in order to llow the learned body time enough to make a
choice they would not afterwards regret. It was finally coneluded that
the only way to avoid all disagreeable comparison, was to give to the
nephew of Corpeille a snceessor who would not aspire to imitate him,
and who would disarm all eriticism by his extreme modesty. It was
under these circumstances that in 1743 Graodjean de Fouchy became
the official organ of the old Academy.

Fouchy had occupied this position for more than thirty years when
Condorcet entered the learned company. The infirmities of the perpet-
nal secretary and his age made him desirons of a eollaborator, and for
this purpose be cast his eyes upon his youngest confrére. This was to
create survivorship, to establish a precedent, and produeed violent oppo-
sition in the Academy.

After an exeitement rarely canzed by the discussion of an abstraet
principle, the question finally stood as follows : Thesuceeasorof Fontenella,
sball it be Dailly or Condoreet? The struggle could not fail to be noble
and logal in all that concerned these t wo gentlemen. Condoreet, through-
out his life modest in the extreme, thonght it necessary to give some
evidence of his fitness for the place, of his facility in the art of writing,
ainl undertook to compose some academic enlogies. The regulation of
1699 imposed opon the perpetoal secretary the obligation of paying a
tribute of respeet to the memory of the academicions removed by death,
This is the origin of the numerous biographies, oiten eloquent, always
ingenious, lett by Fontepelle, and confined all of them to the interval
comprised between the last year of the XVIIth eentary and 1740, Fon-
tenelle in his avnals of the society does not take up the past, but com-
mences only with the time of his entrance into office. The admirable
collection he has left us, thercfore, leaves a gap of thirty-three years.
The academicians, deceased between 1666 and 1699, had no biographer,
avdl it is in this third of a eentury that Condorcet found the subjects for
the exercise of his pen, and among them soch savans as Huygens,
Eoberval, Picard, Mariotte, Perrault, Roemer, &e.  These, bis first ealo-
gies, are written with a profonnd knowledge of the subjects treated by
the acadewicians, and in a shinple, clear, and concise style. Condorcet
said, in sending them to Targot, “If I were able to give them more
brilliavey of expression they wounld be more pleasing, bot nature has
not endowed mwe with the gift of such union of words. If I attempt any-
thing of the kind, ove word, astonished at another, starts back in affeight
to see itself so associated. 1 am humiliated belore those whom in this
respect nature has treated so much better than myself.” Condoreet was
mistaken in bis low estimate of work which procured for him a large
majority in the Academy, and of which Voltaire, d’Alembert, and La-
grange always spoke with great esteem. On the 9th of April, 1773,
d’Alembert wrote to Lagrange, “ Condorcet merited well the place of
secretary on account of the excellent enlogies he has published of the

S, Mis. 60—-13
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academicians deceased sinee 1666, * * * They have had with us a
complete snecess.” “Your work,” said Voltaire on the 1st of March, 1774,
‘“js a monpument to you. Yon always appear the master of those of
whom you speak, but a master kind and modest; a king describing his
subjects,”” Such commendation gave to these first essays of Condoreet
a rank from which malevolence has in vain endeavored to reduce them,

Condorcet had hardly entered into his relation with M, de Fouchy,
when he was commissioned to write several enlogies, among others that
of the geometer Fontaine, deceased Angust 21, 1771, Difliculties un-
foreseen immediately assailed him. When he wrote the biographies of
the earlier members of the Academy of Sciecces a century had placed
all things in their proper light—persons, labors, and discoveries,—and
there was nothing for the writer to do bat to express, in terms more or
less happy, the irrevoeable and already known decrees of posterity.
Now he found himself in contact with the requirements. alinost always
blind, of families; with contemporary susceptibility sometimes of friends,
always of rivals; finally with opinions based upon prejudice or personal
animosity, than which nothing in the intellectual world is more diffi-
cult to eradicate. I suspect that Condorcet exaggerated somewhat
these difficalties, although they were undoubtedly real, for he certainly
spent an enormous amount of labor on his first enlogy of a contem-
poraneons academician. In his correspondence with Turgot we find
him abont the middle of 1772 already very busy with Fontaine. In
the beginning of September he sent to the illustrious intendant a
first copy of his work. The same eulogy, retouched and altered, in
September, 1773, was on its way to Limoges. This, it muost be ad-
mitted, was a long time to devote to an article of only twenty-five
octavo pages. However, the maxim of Doilean was not in this instance
without fruit. D’Alembert, writing to Lagrange, calls the eunlogy of
Foutaine a chef-d’eeuvre.  Voltaire says, in a letter of the 24th of De-
cember, 1773, “ You bave made me pass a half hour very agreeably. *
* *  Yon have relieved the dryness of the subject by a moral treat-
ment noble and profound * * *  which will delight all honest men.
* ® * If you need your copy I will retnrn it to yon, asking permis-
sion to make one for myself.” Voltaire asking permission to copy for
his own use a eulogy of Fontaine! Could there be a greater compliment
than this ¥

To the evlogy of Fontaine suncceeded that, not less piquant, not less
ingenions, not less philosophic, of Condamine. The Academy and the
public at large received it with unanimous applause. With the exception
of the years 1775 and 1776, during which the Academy experienced no
loss, the secretary had to provide annually until 1788, three, four, and
even eight similar compositions. The style of these latter enlogies of
Condoreet is grave and noble. There is in them no trace of affectation
of manner or of effort; no desire to prodoce effect by expression, to
cover, by striking or eccentric langnage, feebleness of thonght.
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‘Our confrére resisted with the more assoranee the invasion of bad
taste, the confusion of style, and the dithyrambie tendencies attempted
by a certain school, becanse enconraged by Voltaire, who thus writes to
him from Ferney, on the 18th of July, 1774: “ It is withont doubt a
misfortune to be born in a centary of bad taste, but what will you havet
The public for eighty years have been content to drink bad brandy at
their repasts.”

It is now generally considered as a matter of bearsay that Condoreet
lacked in his enlogies force, warmth, elegance, and sepsibility. L differ
from this opinion without fear of finding myself alone. In fact what
have those who complain of his want of force to say to the following
portrait of the academicians, bhappily few in nnmber, whose names are
connected with factions intrigne ¥

“Snech intrigues have always been the work of those men tormented
with the feeling of their own insignificance, who =seek to obtain by noise
what they fail to merit by worth, who having no right to reputation of
their own, would destroy that merited by others, and overcome by petty
malice the men of genius who oppress them with the weight of their
renown,”

To the critice who bave acensed Condorcet of a want of sensibility,
I oppose the following passage from the unpublisbhed calogy of fathers
Jacquier and Le Seur: * * * #Their (riendship was not of that
vulgar sort produced only by conformity of tastes and interests. It
had its origin in a natural and irresistible attraction. In these deep
and delicions friendships each endores the sufferings of his friend and
enjoys all his pleasures. He has not a thonght, he has not a senti-
ment, which his friend does not share ; and if he is cot always one with
him, it is solely on aecount of the preference he gives him over himself,
This friend is not only a man that one prefers to all other men, he is a
being apart, whom none resembles; it is not his qualities, his virtnes
that one loves in bim, for others may have these and yet not be loved
the same ; it is himself that ovne loves, and becanse it is bimself, Those
who bave never experienced the sentiment can alone deny that it exists,
* * * From the instant they encountered each other at Rome, every-
thing was in common between them; troubles, pleasures, labors—glory
even, the good, of all others, that two men very rarely share in good faith.
Still each of them published separately a few articles, but these were of
little importance, and in the judgment of him to whom they belonged
not worthy to appear with the name of his friend. They desired perfect
egnality in the situations they ocenpied ; if one obtained o distinetion,
he was not content until he had procured a similar honor for his friend.
= = #» J'ather Jacqunier had the misfortnne to sarvive his {riend.
Father le Seur suceumbed to his infirmities in 1770, Two days before
his decease be appeared to have lost all consciousuess,  * Do yon know
me?' said Father le Jeequier to him a few moments before his death.
‘Yes,! apswered the dying man ; ‘I have jost resolved a diffienlt equa-
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tion with you” Thus, in the midst of the destroetion of his organs he
had not forgotton the objects of his studies, and remembered the friend
with whom he had all in common. Father Jacquier was foreibly taken
from the arms of the dying man by the friends who, to nse Jacquier's
own expression, did not wish to lose them both. He resaomed the chair
his health had obliged him to vacate ; caring little to prolong the dava
no longer brightened by friendship, he still wished to fill them with
usefol labor and thus divert the feelings of sorrow which nothing counld
cure. He koew better than to add the weight of time to that of grief.
TFor winds that suffer, leisure is the most croel torture.”

The valuation Condorcet has given of the divers virtnes of Conda-
mine could, if we are not mistaken, be placed, without disadvantage,
beside the elogquent speech DBoffon addressed to the illustrious traveler
on the day of his recéption Ly the French Aeademy. It would bear as
well comparison in elegapee with the enlogy of the same academician,
prononneed by the Abbé Delille, his successor.

The biographical compositions of Condoreet please because they con-
tain what should naturally be their essence, The history of the buman
mind is in them viewed from a high standard. In the choice of details
the anthor has econstantly in view instruction and utility rather than
entertainment. Without trespassing in the least upon trath, whose
demands he places before every other interest or consideration, Con-
dorcet is constantly rauled by the thongbt that the dignity of the savant
i3 to a certain degree that of science; and that any applause which
might be accorded to a witty portrayval of a ridicalous incident, would
be a poor return for even a slight wrong done to the most modest
branch of human knowledge.

We expeet too muach of Honsieur plus que Fontenelle, as Voltaire ealls
our confrére in several unpublished letters I have in band, it we hope to
find in his eulogies any chapters devoted entirely to the subscquent
history of the sciences. Condoreet did not commit the error of giving
to his anditors food stronger than they could digest.

Ouar former secretary was espeeially distingunished in his enlogies by
the utmost impartiality, by philosephie thought, and by the interest he
gave to the most simple biographical circumstances, by his constant
abnegation of all personal feeling, of all party spirit, of all self-love,
Condorcet deseribed his own works, as well as those of Franklin, when
he said of the latter: “We seek in them in vain for a line which counld
be suspected of having been written for his own glory.”

The long eareer of Franklin certainly does not offer a better instance
of frank, troe modesty than is contained in this passage from the enlogy
of Fontaine: * I thought, at one time, said this geometer, that o young
man with whom I had been brought into connection had more talent
and might attain greater eminence than myself. I was jealous of him,
but I have not feared him since,”"—#The young man in question,” added
Condoreet, “is the anthor of this enlogy.”
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The class of the envious, always numerous and active, apd ready to
create disturbance, received through the mouth of Fontenelle a lesson
of good sense and of wisdom, from which, unfortunately, they profited
little. The first edition of Voltaire’s Age of Louis XIV was about to
appear.  This was too good an oecasion to irritate two great men against
each other to be neglected., *“How am I treated in this work 7" asked
Fontenelle. He was answered: “Voltaire commences by declaring that
you are the only living person for whom he wounld malke exception of the
rale bie bad made for himself to speak only of the dead.” «Stop.” said
the secretary of the Academy, “ I do not wish to hear more. With any -
thing Voltaire may add to that I must be content.” N otwithstanding
some criticism, Buffon, the immortal anthor of the Histoire Naturelle,
wonld surely have been equally satisfied eould he have heard the follow-
iag tribute Condoreet renders to his eloquence: “The passages which
escape from the pen of Buffon show the sensibility as well as the pride
of his nature; but always contrelled by a superior judgment, they make
us feel, 50 to say, as if we were conversing with a pure intelligence, with
only enough humanity to understand us aud to be interested in onr weak-
ness. * * * DPosterity will place the works of this great naturalist
besi.e the dinlogues of the disciple of SBocrates and the teachings of the
philosopher of Tusculum. * * * M. de Buoffon, more varied, more
brillinnt, more prodigal of images than the two great representatives of
Gireece and Rome, joined facility to energy, grace 1o majesty.  Ilis phi-
losophy, with a character less pronounced, is more varied and less mel-
ancholy, Aristotle seems to have written only for savants, Pliny for
philosophers, M. de Buffon for all enlightened men.”

After this quotation shall 1 injure Condoreet if 1 admit that Buffon
never testified any kindness for him; that he was the most active friend
of his rivals for the place of perpetual secretary of the Academy of
Sciences and for that of member of the French Academy ; that the idea
of an academic censure, strongly recommended to the ministers of Louis
X VI, and which constantly threatened the historian ot our labors, orig
inated with Boffon, It is worthy of note that the bickerings which at
this time disturbed the Academy, as d’Alembert writes to Lagrange, on
the 15th of April, 1775, to so great a degree “as to dishearten us for
all serious study™ and in which the illustrious naturalist took a prom-
inent part, are revealed to us by the correspoudence of La Harpe and
numerons unpublished articles from other sources, but we seek in vain
for any trace of them in the enlogies of the loyal secretary.,

Fontenelle left a gap in his eulogies of deceased academicians, from
1699 to 1740; was this by design? One is tempted to think so, on
observing among the omitted the Duoke d’Escalonne, the famous Law
and Pere Gouye. 1 will leave no doubt of the kind in regard to Condor-
cet. If he did not make a enlogy of the Duke de La Vrilligre, it was
because in his eyes the title of honorary bestowed by the Academy
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did not render honorable the minister who all his life made & cruel
and scandalous use of the leftres de cachet. His timid friends ealen-
lated with uneasiness the danger of irritating M. de Maurepas, prime
minister and brother-in-law of M. de la Vrillitre. Coodorcet answered :
“Wonld you prefer that I should be persecuted for a foolish act rather
than for a just and moral one? Do yoo pot think I will in the fotore
be wore easily pardoned for silence, than for speech, since I am resolved,
if compelled to spealk, to tell exactly the trnth 17

ErLoay oF MIcHEL DE L'HOHPITAL—LETTER OF A THEOLOGIAK TO
TIE AUTIIOR OF THE [MOTIONARY OF THREE UENTURIES—LET-
TER OF A LABORER oF I'rcanpy 1o A, M. NECKER, PROHIBITION-
15T—REFLECTIONS UPON THE COMMERCE IN GRAIN—NEW EDITION
0F PASCAL'S THOUGHTS—LENTRANCE oF CONDORCET INTO THE
FRENCH ACADEMY.

Hitherto we have followed step by step the geometer, the perpetnal
secretary of the Academy. Now we see our eonfréve throw himself with
polemie ardor into literary and philosophical controversy, appearing
betore the pablie, often anonywounsly, in order, e said, vot to add his
personal enemies to the enemies of his canse. Condoreet was already
by fuir title seeretary of our socioty when the French Academy issned
as the subject for a competitive essay the enlogy of Michel de PHapital.
Captivated by the scope, the interest, and also the beanty of the theme,
our coufrére entered the lists with all the ardor natural to a young mau
of npknown antecedents and with a reputation to make. He did not
obtain the prize, however; the preference was given to a paper, to-day
cowpletely forgotten, by the Abbé Remi. Some of the caoses for his
disappointment have become kuown to me, and it.may perhaps be worth
whil to notice them.

What did the French Academy desire in proposing the enlogy of de
PHapital for o prize essay? A superficial review of the literary work
of the illustrious chancellor, a general sketeh of his political and admin-
istrative acts, a howage to bis memory, written iu a more or less florid or
exalted style. To.day this kind of composition is little to the taste of
the publie; imleed what the celebrated assembly demanded could hardly
be dignified with the namoe of a discourse,

It was vot thus Condoreet regarded the subject presented to him. In
Lis mind utility was preferred to every other merit. The life of PHO-
pital secmed to him to offer o salatary example to those finding them-
selves in diflicalt eirenmstances obliged to choose between repose and
the publie welfare.  Ile did not hesitate as to the character of his essay.
It was a history of the life, not merely a enlogistic notice of PHOpital, he
felt impelled to write.

The life of Vilopital: but this is a history of & century of terrible
events, of a long snceession of shameful disorders, of barbarons and
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cruel actions, a century of intolerance and fanatieism, The field was
large, but was not too much for the power, the knowledge, aud the zeal
of the writer. In his beauntiful work Condorcet first shows us P'Hopital
in Italy, with the constable of Bourbon, in the parliament and conneil
of Bologna. We then see him at the head of the finances. Later it is
the chancellor, the minister, the statesman whose acts are revealed to
the reader. The history of a life so full of incident could not properly
be reduced to the limits of an article which conld be read in sixty min-
utes—the time preseribed by the academy. Condoreet could not comply
with this limitation, and his enlogy was three times longer than the
programme allowed. This was safficient in itself to make the rejection
of the essay a foregone conclusion, to say nothing of the eriticism the
work execited in the literary Areopagus, of which the aathor of the
Lyeceum has preserved some specimens,

According to La Harpe, the style of the eulogy of PHdpital lacked
harmony. The charge would have been a graver one had he said [if it
could be said) that it lacked character, nerve, accuracy ; that the ideas
were neither new nor profonnd, and in that case it would be only nec-
essary as a refutation to refer to such passages as the following :

“If Bertrandi (keeper of the seal of Henry II) has escaped the exe-
cration of succeeding centuries, it is becanse always petty even in the
midst of his greatest power, always subaltern, even while ocenpying the
highest places, he was too insignificant to attract attention.”

“ All the citizens wept over the rain of their country., L'Hopital alone
did not despair. Hope never abandons noble souls. The love of the public
good had with the chanecellor all the characteristies, all the illusions of a
veritable passion ; 'Hopital did not ignore obstacles, but lelt his power
to cope with them.”

But *the obsearity of the style.” In this eriticism, I do not know what
La Harpe means by * phrases which double npon each other.” e is cer-
tainly clear enough, however, when he complains of Condoreet’s want of
dignity in speaking of vine-poles, billets of wood, and little pies, in the
eulogy of a chancellor. We ought to hope in the spirit of loyalty that
this remark of La Harpe's did not influence the decision of the Academy.
Would yon know where the expressions ocenr which made the eritie so
indignant . They are in a note, in which with reason the anthor denonnces
the strange, we might better say the deplorable regulations, which
the prolhibitive system suggested to even snch minds as that of Michel
de PHapital. Yes, gentlemen; the fact cannot be denied; the virto-
ous chancellor prohibited the erying of little patties in the streets, in
order—his words are unequivocal—to insure the pastry-shops from idle-
ness and the people from indigestion. We may laugh in these days, we
may be astounished, but none the less the sale of fagots, and vine-poles also,
was forbidden. Thelaws of the time even determined the form of breeches
and of farthingales. The fact that PHdpital conld approve such re-
strictions, shows clearly to what point even men of genins may yicld to
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the influence of their eentury. But I do not know in troth what inflo-
ence Condorcet would have obeyed if he had substitnted elaborate
phrases for the technical expressions that "Hépital, even with his poet
hand, employed, if he had used ornamental style apropos of farthingales,
of billets of wood, and little patties.

Voltaire certainly did not agree with La Harpe and his friends in their
opinion of Condoreet, for, on the 3d of October, 1777, he writes to M.
de Vaines, *I have just read, with great satisfaction, 'Hépital, by
Condoreet ; all that he does bears the mark of a soperior mind.” I find
expressions no less significant in an unpublished letter of Franklin: &1
have read with extreme pleasure your exeellent eulogy of I'Hapital.
I knew before that you were a great mathematieian ; now I econsider yon
one of the first statesmen of Eorope.” Such praise is surely equal in
value to an academic rewarid,

“The Lettre d'un Théologien to the author of the Dictionnaire des trois
Sifeles is one of the most piquant articles published for several years.
This pamphlet, nnaccompanied by the name of the anthor, has been
generally attributed to the illnstrions patriarch of Ferney. Never has he
been more happy in his eriticisms, never more good-natured in his rail-
lery.” It is in such terms that a correspondence sinee published and be-
come celebrated announced, in 1774, the anonymous pamphlet of Con-
dorcet.

Voltaire, to whom the anthorship was then unknown, thus writes to
onr confrére on the 20th of Angust, 1774 : ¢ There are, in the Letter of
a Theologian, passages of humor, as well as of eloquence, worthy of
Paseal.”  He then proeeeds to prove that, notwithstanding a prevalent
opinion, the Abbé de Voisenon counlil not be the anthor of a piece so
remarkable. As to himself {Voltaire), be ought not to be suspected of it,
for the letter indieates a profound knowledge of mathematies; and, he
adds, *1u cousequence of the trouble I experienced with the elements
of Newton, I renonnced, forty years ago, that class of studies.”

The audacity of the Letter of a Theologian, since he was suspected of
writing it, cansed Voltaire great uneasiness, and he took every occasion
to disown its authorship. * I do not wish,” he said, *at the age of
eighty-three to die elsewhere than in my bed.,” He thus speaks of it to
M. d’Argental (August 17, 1774): % One conld not be more eloguent
nor yet more foolhardy. This work, as dangerous as it is admirable,
will undoubtedly furnish means of attack to the enemies of philosophy.
* * * | desire neither the glory of having written the Letter of a
Theologian nor the punishment which will follow it. I am sorry that so
gocd o canse has been injored by being defended with too much spirit.”
Again Voltaire writes: * How could any ope dare, unless in command
of two hondred thoosand soldiers, to publish so andacions a work $7

If he took every oceasion, as we have said, and every way to declare
that he was not the anthor of the Letter of a Theologian, mark well, this
was because he needed repose and feared persecution ; not becanse his
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self-love was alarmed. He is evidently far from considering this sup-
position of the publie injurious to him as a man of letters.

To such evidence as this wounld I eall the attention of those who have
considered Condoreet’s style wanting in eloguence and depth.

In the society of d’Alembert our former confrére became a geometer.
Turgot in his torn inspired him with a taste for social economy. Their
ideas, their hopes, their sentiments became identical. It wonld really
be impossible to mention a single point in science upon which Torgot
and Condorcet differed, even in an almost imperceptible shade. They
were both persnaded that in matters of commerce * entire and absolate
liberty is the only law of utility and even justice.” They believed that the
protection accorded *to one special branch of industry was detrimen-
tal toall; * * * that the minute precantions with which legislators
deemed it necessary to load their regulations were the froits of timidity
and ignorance, and without any compensation, the source of inconven-
ience, intolerable vexations, and real losses,

Turgot and Condoreet were, if possible, still more elosely united upon
the special question of commerce in grain., They maintained that
entire liberty in this commerce was of equal importance to owners, to
cultivators, to consumers, to employés; that there was no other rem-
edy for the effects of local scarcity, no other means of reducing the mean
price and diminighing the rate of variations, a matter of still more import-
ance, for mean prices regnlate the wages of the workmen. If, on
the one hand, these rigorous principles were a formal discouragement to
any yielding to disorderly clamors, or popular prejudices, on the other
hand the two economists proclaimed distinetly that in times of searcity
the government onght to make provision for the poor. This relief
shounld not, however, be dispensed blindly, but should be the price of
work.

Targot and his friend professed the maxim that there exist for every
man certain natoral privileges of which no lot in life ean legitimately
deprive him. They considered among the most imnportant of these the
right to dispose of his own intelligence, his own hands, and his own labor,
Our philosopbers also advoeated the abolition of a number of tedious
formalities, often absurd and always costly, which made the condition
of the workmen an odions slavery. If the mastership and the warden-
ship were the despair of artisans and city workmen, the statutes of
labor as severely affected the workmen of the rural districts. The
labor statutes condemned to work without wages men who were depend-
ent upon those very wages for their living. They allowed prodigality
in labor because this cost the royal treasory nothing. The form of the
requisitions, the hardness of the laws, the rigor of the penalties, added
humiliation to misery. Tuorgot and Coudoreet were the most ardent
adversaries of this croel servitude.

The two philosophers were not men who become tolerant of erime
through seeing it constantly committed, The slave-trade excited their
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utmost abhorrence. If I had timeand space Icould here transeribe a guite
recent letter from M. Clarkson,in which this venerable gentleman renders
tonching homage to the active efforts of Condorcet in behalf of the holy
erusade against this eruel practice, which had absorbed his long life. It
i5 therefore very appropriate that our David has placed among the bas-
reliefs of his beautiful statue of Guttenberg the noble fizure of the former
gecretary of the Academy, as one of the most ardent epemies of the
shameful brigandage, which for two centories depopulated and corrupted
the African continent.

At the death of Louis XV the public voice ealled Turgot to the minis-
try. First the marine was confided to bim; a month after {August 24,
1774), the finances. In his new and brilliant position Torgot did not
forget the intimate confidant of his economical and philosophical thoughts;
he appointed Condorcet comptroller of corrency. Condorcet aceepted
this favor in terms worthy to be recorded.

%]t is said in a certain quarter that you are very generons with the
public funds when you desire to oblige your friends. I should be sorry
to give these foolish words any appearance of foundation. I pray you
therefore do nothing for me in the way of remuneration just now,
Althoogh not rich, I am not pressed. Let me fill the place; trust me
with some important work ; wait until my efforts have truly deserved a
reward.”

Turgot during his ministry coneeived, in 1775, a general plan for the
interior navigation of the kingdom. This plan embraced a vast system
of works for the improvement of the small as well as the large rivers,
and for the excavation of canals to unite the natural ways of communi-
cation. The celebrated minister, in this important matter, had to defend
himself eqoally from the lovers of display, from those who seeing certain
rivers separated on the map by ouly a litille white paper, draw lines
from one to the other and call these meaningless seratehes their plans;
from those, finally, who do not know how to gange the power of running
water, nor how to calenlate its effects. Therefore he hastened to attach
to the administration three geometers of the Academy of Sciences,
d’Alembert, Condorcet, and Bossut. Their mission was to examine
plans and to supply any hydrographic information that might be required.

These operations, undertaken on so grand a scale, were stopped by
Turgot’s pecuniary inability to pursue them. Notwithstanding their
short continuanece they have left enduring results, although perhaps in
more than one instance the eounsel, contained in & memoir of Condorcet,
was not sofliciently regarded : © Trust only such men who, could they
join the Loire to the Yellow River of China, would feel no vanity on that
acconnt, but consider that a little zeal and some knowledge was all that
had been necessary to accomplish the work.™

The following extract from a letter of d’Alembert to Lagrange will
appropriately end the brief notice just given of the works executed by
the three geometers, the friends of Turgot :
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“ It will be told youthat I am director of the canals of navigation with
a salary of G,000 franecs. This 1s not true. We, Condoreet, Bossat, and
myself bave undertaken, through friendship for M. Targot, to give him
our adviee in regard to these canals, but we have refused the salary
offered to us by the comptroller of the finances.”

When Turgot, us minoister, wished to carry out the reforms he bhad
conceived as simple citizen ; when the comptroller-general found himself
assailed by the copidity of courtiers, the powers of parliament, and the
generally copservative spirit of routine, which when great changes were
to be made threw doubt upon the wisdom of his plaus, Condoreet did
not remain a mere spectator of the struggle; he on the contrary, en-
tered into it with the utmost ardor; to a refutation of the work of Necker
against the free traffic in grain, he especially devoted his pen, and for
the first time he resorts to irovny in the assumed ZLetfer of a laborer
of Picardy to M. Necker, prohibitionigt. Voltaire writes thus to our con-
frére Augost 7, 1775 ¢

“ Ah, what a good thing, what a reasonablething, and even what a bean-
tiful thing is that Letter to the prohilitionist ; it must attract all enlight-
ened minds, althongh there are few such left in Paris, by its good sense
and taste,” I would not dare to say that good sense and good taste had
deserted the capital, but I know that the witty Lelter to the prohibitionist
received little notice, and that Condoreet was obliged to publish a vew
refntation, more detailed, more methodical, and more complete, of the
work of the eelebrated and rich banker of Geneva., This second article
was modestly entitled, Reflexions wpon the commerce in grain. The anthor
in it considers sunccessively how these cereals are produced, how the
difference sometimes occurring between the harvests of one place and
another can be alleviated, and the regulation effected in proportion to
wages, He treats also of the mean priee and of its infloence, and of the
equalization of prices; of the effeets of unbounded liberty in commerce,
and the political advantares of soch liberty. Condoreet then examines
the prohibitions, both in a geveral way and in their relations to the
rights of property and legislation. Descending, finally, from these
abstractions to questions more personal, withont meuntioning names, he
inquircs how the anthors of the prohibitory measures acquired popo-
larity ; he seeks for the origin of the prejudices of the people, and com-
pletes his work by some critical reflections, tonching certain prohibitory
laws, and the obstacles opposed to the good that liberty conld prodoce.

All the aspects of a very difficult problem are frankly considered in a
severe and simple style. The work is not a mere pamphlet ; it extends to
more than two hondred printed pages. 1ts publication excited general
opposition among the numerons partisans of Necker. Writers of the
highest rank became from the time of its appearance the implacable
enemiesof Condoreet. The Academy of Sciences and the French Acad-
emy were unpleasantly affected for many years by the consequences of
the discobkds it produaced.
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With the mind free from prejudice I bave asked myself if, under the
cirenmstances, our confrére overstepped the bounds of proper criticism.
I suppose no one will contest his right, which he used, conscientionsly,
to call the work of Necker a mere translation of the eclebrated dia-
logues of the Abbé Galiani into prosy and pompons language, or to
refer in this connection to the Greek statue, graceful and beautif nl,
which an emperor eansed to be gilded and so rnined its beanty ; but this
aside, in going over the work of the former secretary of the Academy I
find only one note that conld bave excited the anger of the warmest
partisansof Necker. This note mentions a certain nobleman, designated,
however, only by bis initials, who had made a bad translation of Tibullus,
The friends of Condoreet, nneasy lest the criticism they foresaw would
tronble him, endeavored to console him. * Do not fear for my reputa-
tion as an author,” he said to them; “ T have just taken a better cook.”

Such in substance was the terrible epigram which disturbed the court
and the city, which brought diseord even into the bosom of the two
Academies, and which endangered the liberty of our conirére. I was
disposed to blame Condorcet. It seemed to me that his hostile atti-
tude was assnmed on insufficient grounds; that Necker and his adher-
ents had not used in regard to Lhim or Turgot injurions langnage, but I
was mistaken.

Buffon wrote to the celebrated banker “T1 do not understand this
hospital jargon—these beggars whom we call economists” Necker ac-
cused the same writers “ of seeking to deceive others, and of imposing
even upon themselves.” He described them as imbeciles, and even for-
got his digoity so far as to call them ferocions beasts,

It is for the reader to decide whether any one Las a right to complain
who, after using a dagger upon his adversary, received in return only
the prick of a pin.

I have told how Condoreet entered into the administration of the cor-
rency ; bis manner of leaving this important post was not less nolile,
Assoon as Necker became comptroller-general of the finanees, our confrére
wrote to M. de Manrepas, “ 1 have pronounced my opinion too posi-
tively of the works of Necker and of Lis character to retain any place
which depends upon his disposal. I should dislike to be dismissed, but
still more to be retained in office, by a man of whom I have spoken as
my congcience has forced me to speak of M. Necker. Permit me to place
in your hands my resignation,”

Condoreet did not so exhaust his ire against contemporary heresies,
as to have nove left to combat the errors of aucient writers, even the
most illustrions.

No one is ignorant that Paseal was oceupied a few years before his
death with a work intended as a defense of the truth of the Christian
religion. This work was not finished. I’Arnand and Nicole published
extracts from it under the title of Pascal's Thoughts upon Religion and upon
other Subjects. Condoreet, suspecting that this work bad been brought
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to light in the interests of a party and of certain mystical systems
rather than for the reputation of the anthor, proenred, 1n the beginning of
17506, a complete copy of the manuscripts of Paseal, obtained from them
various passages that the saints of Pori-Royal, with their Jansenistic
consciences, felt obliged to suppress, arranged them methodically, and
composed of the whole an octavo volume of 507 pages, copies of which
were sent to all the friends of the author, but which was not offered for
san  I'rankpess compels me to say that the compiler of this new edi-
tion of Thoughts indnlges, as did Arnaod, althongh in an entirely differ-
ent spirit, in systematic suppressions. Woe hasten to add, however, that
we have fonnd a enlogy of Pascal by Condoreet, in which the great geome-
ter, the ingenions physicist, the profound thinker, the eloquent writer
is fully appreciated, and, with the most noble justice and impartiality,
Condorcet adds eritical commentaries to several of the Thoughts of Pas-
cal., This andacity, in whieh Voltaire himself had already set him an
example, excited great indignation ; it was considered a sacrilege. To-
day the publie would have been more indulgent. The admiration, amount-
ing to veneration, of that time is out of fashion now, and, if I do- not
deceive myself, the tendency is in the opposite extreme. We no longer
think of asking, is such a eriticism of a celebrated author irreverent,
bat is it just. Considered, then, from our present point of view, the
remarks of Condorcet wmay be approved almost without exception,

When the anthor of the Thoughts, pushing misanthropy to its ntmost
limits, stated that if men were cognizant of all that was said by one of
anotbher there wonld be not four friends in the world; I like to find
the commentator protesting against this antisocial decision and blaming
Paseal for giving soch a strange idea of his friends.

When, iu his ardent war against man’s love of his own greatness, Pas-
cal insinuates that our actions, even those apparently most disinterested,
are always tinged with feelings of self-love, by the hope of publicity
and applanse which follows in its train; I read with delight, in a note
of the commentator, this touching anecdote borrowed {rom onr Annales
Maritimes, and which contradicts the melancholy declaration of Paseal:

“The vessel which contained the Chevalier de Lordat was wrecked
and about to sink in view of the shores of France. The chevalier did
not know how to swim ; a soldier, an excellent swimmer, offered, if he
would spring with bim into the sea and would eling to his arm, to save
him if possible. After swimming for a long time the strength of the
soldier became exhansted. M. de Lordat perceiving this endeavored to
encourage him, but the soldier at last declared that they must both
perish. ‘*Anpd if youn were alone?’ *Perhaps I might still be able to save
myself) The chevalier let go his arm, and sank to the bottom of the
seq.”

Voltaire cansed the book to be reprinted at his own expense in 1778,
Hitherto it had received only a partial poblicity. Voltaire, let it be
gaid in his praise, thus became the editor and the commentator of the
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young secretary of the Academy of Sciences. This was for Condoreet
a very great hovoor, and, moreover, deserved, on account of the merit
of th~ work. Am I mistaken, however, in supposing that in this action
of Voltaire with the sincere homage of the author of the Dictionnaire
philosophique was mingled some animosity against the Jansenlstic writer;
that the anthor of the Henriade, of Mérope, and of so many admirable
smaller poems, saw with a secret joy the infallibility of that man attacked
who, placed in the first rank among prose writers, had dared to say, even
after the publication of the Cid and of Cinna, that “all poetry was in fact
only ajargon™ ¥ A certain amount of anger must have influenced the pen
of the illustrions poet when, in his appreciation of a work in which the
praize is always so frank and the eriticism so moderate, he says to Con-
doreet, * Youn have shown us the inside of the head of Serapis, and we
find in it rats and spider-webs.”

In Condorcet’s edition of Pasecal we find this tbought oft repeated:
“Bpeaking according to the natural light of reason, if there is a God, He
is infinitely incomprehensible, since having no beginning and no end, he
can have no connection with ns. Weare then eapable of knowing neither
what he is nor if ke i8.” The portion of the phrase nor if ke is is not fonnd
in the old editions of the works of the illustrious thinker. Condoreet
seemed, therefore, to have been guilty of an inexeunsable interpolation
of the text. The suspicion that he bhad committed this grave offense
gained weight when, in 1803, M. Renouard, the celebrated bibliographer,
declared (these are his own words) that “an obstinate search through the
manuscripta of Paseal, preserved in the Royal Library, bad failed to
discover the three contested words.”

The fact stated by M. Renouard must at the time have cansed some
uncertainty even in the minds of those who had never doubted the per-
fect rectitude of Condorcet. In this day the testimony of this celebrated
librarian is worth nothing, since we know that in 1812 M. Renonarnd
frankly acknowledged that the fourth page of the almost illegible manu-
seript of the library did in fact contain the thought of I"asecal as Condor-
cet had published it. To eut short all gratuitous supposition in regard
to this supposed alteration of the precions manuseript, I will add that
the contested words are found in an edition of the Thoughts anterior
to that of Condoreet, and published by Father Desmolets.

I cannot allow this opportunity to esecape of justifving Condor-
cet from an imputation of the same nature, shocking alike from its
violenee and its levity. Read, gentlemen, the article npon Vaurvenayr-
gues, in the work of La Harpe, entitled Philogophy of the X VIIIth century.
The iraseible critie first recalls to memory the eloguent prayer which
terminates the book of this woralist, and. immediately after accuses
Condorcet of having affirmed, with anti-religions views, that the prayer
was not by Vanvenargoes. It is in the Commentary upon the works of
Voltaire, says Lia Harpe, that this philosophical falsehood is to be found.

Never, assuredly, was reproach of such gravity expressed in plainer
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terms. What must be my reply? The most positive denial of the charge:
Condorcet never pretended that the prayer was not by Vanvenargues;
he gaid very clearly, on the contrary, that it was. Can there be possibly
such a thing as an anti-philosophieal fulsehood ?

At the end of one of his best eulogies, that of Franklin, onr confrére
blames very severely those persons who regalate their conduct upon
the maxim, old but of low morality, the end justifies the means, and
denounces indignantly all suceess obtained by falsebood or perfidy,
The actions of Condoreet were in accordance with these noble senti-
ments; his life was one long contest, bot he never had recourse to arms
obtained through disloyalty and untruth.

Formerly every nomination to the French Aecademy was an event,
especially when men of the court were to be admitted, Condoreet took
part more than onee in the debatea these oceasions produced, but never
allowed any consideration for rank to outweigh claims founded on troe
literary merit. When Saint-Lambert requested him to inform Turgot
that the French Academy desired to give him a mark of its esteem and
to nominate bim in the place of the Duke of Saint Aignan, Condorcet,
although he desired greatly that his friend shonld become a member
of the Academy, very plainly advised Lhim to decline the nomination
if his acceptance should canse any one making literature a profession to
be rejected by the eourt, which was at that time always consulted before
the election of a member. Our confrére thus manifested Lis troe esteem
and profound respect for the love of letters,

ITis counsel was addressed to one worthy to appreciate it. Targot did
even more than bis friend had advized. Here is his answer: “ Thank
for me M. de Saint-Lambert. At this time it would not be saitable
for me to draw upon me the eyes of the public for any other purposes
than the affairs of my ministry. I thiok there should be an effort made
to elect La Harpe. If this does not succeed, why shonld not the Acad-
emy take the Abbé Barthélemy? And there is M. Chabanon; not to con-
gider his claims to the nomination seems to me to be treating him very
severely. He is not, whatever may be said, without talent. They were
not always so particular.”

Perhaps in our time affairs are conducted as nobly; but even if this is
80, I do not regret these citations, for they prove that our fathers were
at least as worthy as ourselves,

Condorcet entered into eompetition in 17582 for the pluce of Saurin in
the French Academy, and carried the nomination by only one vote over
Bailly, the other eandidate. The contest over the election was very
warm, d’Alembert representing one side and Buffon the other. Ia
Harpe gives some idea of the zeal mauvifested since he tells us that when
the issue of the votes was declared d’Alembert cried out before the
whole Academy: “I am more pleased to have gained this vietory than
I would be if I had found the quadrature of the circle.”



208 CONDORCET: A BIOGRAPHY.

The disfavor that this nomination drew npon Condorcet (the expres.
sion of this feeling is found in most of the writings of the time) is to me
inexplicable. Were the literary claims of Bailly to the nomination so
indisputably superior to those of Condoreet that the latter conld not hon-
estly have received the preference? * Should speenlation,” d’Alembert
maliciously remarks, “ n regard to an aneient people, about whom every
thing is known execept .leir name and place of abode, overbalanee the
ingenions, learned, and often elegant deseriptions of men of oar time 17

In any ease, supposing Condoreet was mistaken in bis claims to an
Academie chair, the illusion was a very natorgl one. Thusin the unpub-
lished Correspondence of Voltaire, I bave =o often quoted, I read, under
the date of 1771: “ You should do us.the honor of bLelonging to the
Academy. We have need of men who think as you do.,” Is this said in
mere politeness, and not serionsly ¥

I pass over an interval of five years, and on the 26th of Febrnary,
1776, find in another letter of the great poet: “ Belong to our Academy ;
your name and your eloquence will have some effeet npon the set of
bired assassins established in Paris,” The same desire is repeated with
variations in several letters of the month of March, That of the 16th
contains this passage: “ I repeat to you that if you do not this time
do me the honor of joining us, I shall go and pass the rest of my #outh
at the Academy of Berlin or that of 8f. Petersburg.” The old man
becomes afterward still more pressing: “1 wish yon would promise
me,” he writes on the 9th of April, 1776, “ for my comfort, that you will
take my place in the Academy and aid our assembly with your words,
as you have supported it with deeds. DBe received by M. d'Alembert, and
I will feel greater confidence that all will be well,”

Voltaire the sceptic doabts everything exeept the merit, the attach-
ment, and the gratitade, of our confrire.

We are now at the commencement of 1776. At the close of the year
following, the 24th of November, 1777, the anthor of Mérepe wrote again
to our former secretary : ¢ I shall always be tenderly attached as long as
I live to him who forms the glory of the Academy of Sciences, and I
hope he will some day do the same for the French Academy, Since the
history of literature makes regretful mention of many candidates who
entered the Academy only after soliciting long for the honor, I may be
permitted to show one man of letters who became an academician only
after he had been long solicited.”

CONDORCET TESTAMENTARY EXECUTOR OF DPALEMBERT.—HIS MAR-
RIAGE WITH MADEMOISELLE DE GROUCHY.

The ordinary, the regular course of things in this world brings some
days of mourning, of tears, and of deep sorrow even into the least
troubled lives. Condorcet experienced this in 1783, That year, on the
20th of October, death robbed bim of his friend, the illustrious geometer,
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who under all eireamstances had been his guide, his support, his foster
father.

The great man, who had succombed in the plenitude of his mathemati-
cal genius, had assumed as a rule of eonduoet this maxim, which will no
doubt by many be considered very puritanical: “The use of the super-
fluons is wrong, when others are deprived of the necessary.” D'Alembert
acted throngh life upon this prineciple and died, therefore, without for-
tune. In his latter days ho was not only a prey to cruel physical pain,
the eonsequences of a dreaidfol malady (the stone) ; he suffered perhaps
even more deeply from the impossibility to which he had been reduced
by his eonstant generosity, of snitably rewarding his two faithful serv-
ants. A classical incident occarred snddenly to the memory and brought
peace to the mind of the celebrated academician,

Eutamidas bequeathed toone of his friends the mission of taking care
of his mother, to another of marrying his danghter; a similar testamen-
tary request confided to Condorcet the duty of providing annually for
the needs of the two servants. The mission lasted long: Condorcet
placed it among thenumberof his first duties and fulfilled it with religious
fidelity. General and Madame OConnor have continned his example,

The arduons duties devolving npon the secretary of the Academy of
Seciences, the oblizgation of maintaining an active correspondence with
the enltivated men of all countries of the eivilized world, an irresistible
inclination to take part in the debates of which the social and politieal
condition of the country was every day the object, very early decided
Condorecet to give up general society. The sacrifice conld not have
cost him much, for in the eualogy of Courtauvanx he denounces its
amusements as dissipation without pleasure, vanity without motive,
idleness without repose. Outside of his seientific relations onr confrére
frequented only a few choice social gatherings where, in contact with the
eminent men of the time, the yogng men learned to discuss the most
exciting questions with moderation, delicacy, and modesty, It was
in one of these family reunions that Condorcet met, for the first time in
1786, Mademoiselle Sophie de Grouchy, niece on her mother's side of M.
M. Frétean and Dupaty, members of parliament. Like all the rest of the
world our confrére admired, first, the rare beanty, thedistingnished man-
ners, the brilliantand ealtivated mind of this young person, Soon he dis-
eovered that these attractions were united to a noble character, a heart
most true, an affectionate and benevolent natore. Condorcet then be-
came strongly attached to the yoang lady, and demanded her in mar-
riage. ‘Our confrére was at this time forty three years of agze, and had
only a moderate income ; but such was the violenee of his passion that
be made no written agreement, but only a verbal contract with his
future parents for the dowry of his wife. This, gentlemen, is very far
from the caleulating, cold disposition which has been attributed to Con-
dorcet, a character drawn from that of certain of his friends for whom
he professed an unlimited admiration, and with whom he was wrong-
fully supposed to be in sympathy in every way and upon all subjects.

8. Mis. 50—-14
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At that time, with very few exceptions, savans, mathematicians
especially, were regarded by the world as beings of a separate order of
nature. They shouald, it was thought, like ecclesiastics, be interdicted
the concert, the ball, the play. A geometer who married was considered
as infringing upon a principle of right. Celibacy seemed the obliga-
tory condition of whogver devoted himself to the soblime theories of
analysis. Was this mistake altogether on the side of the publict Were
not the geometers themselves instrumental in promoting soch views 1
Listen, gentlemen, and judge for yourselves.

I’Alembert receives indirectly from Derlin the information that
Lagrange is about to give his name to one of his young relatives. He
i3 somewhat astonished that a {friend with whom he is in correspondence
bas told him nothing of such intentions., This does not, however, pre-
vent him from mentionivg the matter in a bantering way. 1 learn,”
he writes on the 21st of September, 1767, * that you bave made what
we philosophers eall the perilons leap. * * * A great mathematician
ought above all things to know how to calenlate his own happiness, I
do not doubt, then, that, having made this ealeualation, you find mar-
riage to be the solution.,” Lagrange responds in this singolar manner :
# 1 do not know whether I have calenlated well or ill, or rather whether
I have calculated at all, * * * or I may be like Leibnitz, who, by
torce of reflection, never could come to a determination. I must confess
to you that I have never bad a taste for marriage, * * * Lot cir-
cumstances have decided me * * * {o epgage one of my relatives
# & = i5come and take care of me and all that concerns me. 1f I
have not informed you of this it was bLecause it seemed to me a matter
of 8o little importance in itself that it was pot worth while to trouble
you with it.”

The marriage of Condorcet wounld also have appeared to me a matter
of no importance, and not worth mentioning n this biography, if it had
been, as d’Alembert suggests, the resnlt of a ealeulation. On the con-
trary, withont ealenlation of any kind, buot solely in obedience to the
ingpirations of a feeling beart, Condorcet bad the bappiness to find a
companion worthy of him. The beanty, grace, and wit of Madame de
Condorcet formed a sort of miracle. The most decided adversaries of
marriage among the savans, especially the mother of the Duke de La
Rochefoucaunld, the respected Duchess d’Anville, yielded so far as to say
to our former secretary, “ We pardon youn.”

CONDORCET AS A POLITICIAN—A MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPALITY
OF PARIS—COMMISSIONER OF THE NATIONAL TREASURY—MEMBER
OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMDLY—MEMDBER OF THE CONVENTION—
His VOIE IN THE TRIAL OF Louis XVI.

We now enter ioto a series of copsiderations and events of a totally
different patare from those which have hitherto occapied our attention,
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Condoreet is about to take part in the most important events of our rev-
olution.

If it is troe, as a celebrated diplomatist has said, that speech often
gerves to disguise thonght, wemay add that under certain circomstances,
gilence is a very unequivocal means of expression.  Suppose, for example,
that I say nothing of the political life of Condoreet, who would believe
that it was not made up of blamable deeds? Leaven forbid that I
should voluntarily give reason for a conjecture so contrary to the truth,
that I shonld become the tacit anxiliary of the many seurrilons writers
who attacked with a sort of fury the former secretary of this Academy.
Every one, in his own cause, has assuredly the right to meet with silent
contempt the abnse of adversaries he may consider beneath notice ; but
this alone is not sufficient for him whose mission it is to defend an bon-
orable eitizen, an illustrions brother, the vietim of the basest calumnies.

In the society of Turgot our brother became a man of progress not
only in social but political economy. I’laced vear the seat of power for
eighteen months, be saw in their most secret details the play of the worm-
eaten wheels of the ancient monarchy, Condoreet comprebended their
insufficiency, and, althongzh changes were to him personally prejodicial,
he never allowed an opportunity to escape of urging their necessity. 1
do not know whether such noble disinterestedness is common at pres-
ent; it was not at least in the times of which I speak. Witness, for
instanee, the naive question addressed to Condoreet by a Fermier géndral,
enjoying an income of two or three thousand livres: * Why innovate?
Are we not well off §”

No, assuredly ; honest men were not common in the days when Taor-
got, the minister, said to our confrére: * You do very wrong to write to
me by the post; yon may injare yoarself and yoor friends. Write to
me, I pray you, only by gpecial opportanity, or by my couriers.”

The *black cabinet” opening letters addressed to a minister! Is any-
thing further necessary to show the character of the times? In order to
understand the ameliorativns France desired, Condoreet did not need to
consult the instructions that in 1730 the members of the constituent
assembly brought from all parts of the kingdom. IHis programme of
action, perfectly in accord with the best coneceived resolations of the
provincial assemblies, was written out in advance. He had found its
elements in an earncest and philosophical study of the natuaral rights, of
which o society well organized will not, and caonot, deprive the most
humble eitizen. The ideas, the wishes, the hopes of oar confrére form
the chief interest of the Life of Twrgof, published in 1786. To-day,
even, when most of the privileges claimed by Condoreet in the name of
reason and humanity have been definitely acquired, publicists may still
learn much from reading the work of our confrére. They will see in it,
with astonishment perhaps, but also with full eonvietion, that the
vagne principle of the greatest good of society has often been a froitfal
source of injarious laws, while they will always secure regulations and
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preseriptions the necessity and the justice of which muost be acknowl-
edged by all, when intent only upon securing to the public, the enjoy-
ment of their natural rights.

I do not know whether, in the present state of opinion, my apprecia-
tion of the work of the illustrious philosopher will be generally approved.
I may at least assert that cvery loyal man must experience one senti-
ment, that of respect, in witnessing with what vigor, since the year
1786, the Marquis Caritat de Condorcet attacked the privileges of the
nobility.

Condoreet after much study had written, at the dictation of his con-
science, the imperative mandate he was prepared to issue, if cirenmstances
ever gave him the political power. I perceive inthis programme many
points which have never been decided according to his views, either in
fact by our assemblies, or in theory by publicists in general.

Condorcet did not wish two chambers ; but that which he demanded,
particularly that which seemed to him the base of a well considered social
organization, was a legal and periodical means of revising the constitu-
tion, s0 as to adjost peacefully the disaffeetion of parties.

The combination of two chambers seemed to him a useless com-
plication, in some cases leading to results evidently contrary to the
wish of the majority. He believed “thatin the deliberations of a single
assembly are found all the elements necessary to secure to legislative
enactments all the consideration and the maturity of judgment required
for their justice and wisdom,” Franklin, a decided partisan of a single
chamber, confirmed Condoreet in his views, The culogy of this great
man furnished later to our brother a natural eecasion for the devel-
opment of his opinion, which be seized with avidity. Also,in this same
eulogy the learned secretary proclaimed as an ipevitable soarce of evils
and disorder any constitution considered nnchangable, any constitution
which did not provide means for modifying such of its regulations as
might cease to be in harmony with the state of society.

With Condorcet as simple citizen or as member of our assemblies, the
political man is concentrated into these two ideas,—natural rights, rights
impreseriptible which no law can infringe without injustice, and po-
litical constitutions containing in themselves a legal means for the
reform of abuses. This was his evangel. Whenever his favorite prin-
ciples are combatted or even only questioned he hastens to their defense.
His langnage then becomes animated, passionate. Read, for example,
this passage from a letter he wrote on the 30th of August, 1780, at the
time when the constituent assembly bad just rejected the proposition
made by Mathien de Montmorency to secure by means of an express
proviso the possibility of future impiovements in the fundamental
compact :

“IF gur legislators aspire to work for eternity, they ought to bring
down a constitntion from the skies. To Heaven has alone been aceorded
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the right to give immutable laws. We have lost the art of working
miracles and of making oraclea speak. The Pythoness of Delphos and
the thunders of Sinai bave for ages been reduced to silence. The legis-
lators of to-day are but men, who can give to men—their equals, only
laws as fleeting as themselves.”

The first fonetions of a political order exercised by Condorcet were
those of member of the municipality of Paris. In this capacity he
was the anthor of the celebrated address presented by the city to the
constituent assembly, to demand the reform of a very important law,
the law which had just been passed, and which made the right of citi-
zenship and the other political rights to depend upon the quota of its
contributions. The remonstrances of Condorcet and his colleagues
were not without effect,

Condoreet was still exercising his muonieipal funetions when he de-
manded, this time in his own name, that the King should always select
hizs ministers from a list of those qualified, the formation of which
shoald be one of the principal prerogatives of the representative as-
gembly. Would such a process prevent a bad selection? I certainly
besitate to affirm it. I am certain that the list of candidates would
be very difficult to make, and would compel laborions investigation.

Condorcet was much more in sympathy with the actual world when he
pointed ont the dangers attached to the creation of assiguats, when he
indicated almost infallible means for obviating all the incouveniences of
this paper money.

The flight of the King and the cireamstances of his retarn threw dis-
couragement over the minds of the most decided partisans of the mon-
archial system. La Rochefoucanld, Dupont de Nemours, and others,
even held meetings where the means of establishing a republic without too
great violence were very seriously discussed. This project was after-
wards completely abandoned., Condorcet, an active member of these
extra-parliamentary debates, did not consider himself bound by the
decisions of the majority to keep secret the opinions he had given;
he allowed his speeches to be read at the Cercle Social, and this assem-
bly caused them to be printed. From this time dates the unhappy
rupture which suddenly, and without hope of restoration, separated
him from his best, his oldest friends, and in particular from La Roche-
foncauld.

When the questions which the arrest of Varennes inevitably raised
reached the national tribune, Condoreet, although he was not a
member of the assembly, became in it an object of attacks and of
violent personal abuse. The illustrious poblicist admitted without
hesitation that his opinions might be in part erroneous; but con-
sidering the character of those who made such fierce war against
bim, their disdain excited his sorprise. “Was it excessively ridieu-
lous,” he asked himself (I copy bere a passage from & manuscript),
“that a geometer of forty-eight years, who for nearly a third of a cen-
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tury had studied political science, who was the firat perhaps to apply
mathematical calenlation to this science, should be permitted to have a
personal opinion npon questions debated in the constituent assembly1?
Parliamentary customs were not yet fully developed. Condoreet could
not divine that a day would come when, in order to be allowed to speak
upon all subjects, it should be imperatively necessary to have made no
apecial study of any.

In 1591, after quitting the munieipality of Paris, Condoreet became one
of the six commissioners of the national treasury. The memoirs which
he published at this period would oecopy a prominent place in the enlogy
of an anthor less fruitful and less celebrated. Embarrassed by want of
time and abundance of material, I caunot even mention their titles,

Coondoreet, having renounced towards the latter months of 1791 the
place of commissioner of the treasury, went to Paris as candidate for the
legislative assembly. Never was there a candidate more violently op-
posed, never did the venal press indulge in more libels. It was my duty
to investigate and weigh these emanations of party spirit; but I should
weary my aundience if I attempted to give an analysis of them. I mnost
counfess that, amidst the torrent of calomnies and absurd accusations,
there was one assertion made in such a clear and categorical manner
that in the absence of an equally formal denial, which I eonld nowhers
find, the wrong attriboted to oor confrére made me really uneasy.
Thanks to the respectable M. Cardot, for a long time Coudoreet’s secre-
tary, all clonds of donbt bave disappeared. Condoreet, said his accuser,
visited the court nightly, and especially Monsieur, brother to the King,
even at the time when he was attacking them in his writings, and then
follow the names of persons who could testify to these clandestine com-
muonications. *Yes! yes!” cried the chief clerk of our secretary, when
I consalted him, * I remember that grave impuotation, but 1 remember
also that it was proved that the mysterions noeturnal visitor was not
Condoreet, but Count d’Ursay, master of the household of Monsieur.”
Yon see, gentlemen, in times of political animosity, how easily the repa-
tation of the most honest man may be compromised.

Hardly had he been nominated to the legislative assembly when he
became one of its secretaries. Later he was raised to its presidency.
Timidity, great feebleness of the lungs, the impossibility of preserving
his sang froid and presence of mind amjdst the noise, agitation, and
tumultoons movements of a large concourse kept him away from the
tribune, which he mounnted only on rare occasions, but whenever the
assembly wished to make a serions and impressive address to the French
people, the army, to interior factions, or foreign nations, it was always
Condorcet who became its official organ.

Daring his legislative career Condoreet gave especial attention to the
orgavization of public instroction. The froit of his reflections upon
this important subject are recorded in five memoirs, published in the



CONDORCET : A BIOGRAPHY. 215

Bibliothéque de Thomme publie, and in the exposition of his ideas on the
law which he presented later to the legislative assembly.

Condorcet entirely abandoned the beaten tracks. He has submitted
to very carefuol exzamination even those institutions and methods
which by their universality seemed beyond gquestion. He threw
new light upon the sabject by considering it from points of view well
worthy the attention of the legislator, as an enlightened friend of
hia eountry, on account of their novelty and importance. Whatever
may be the opinion of the matter, the impartial reader cannot fail to
render homage to the clearness of view, the largencss of conception
manifested by Condoreet in the various parts of his work.

Here, according to date, should be mentioned a motion of Condorcet I
cannot fail to notice. The compass of this motion I am sare has been seri-
ously exaggerated. This assertion has nof been made without matore
reflection, for it places me in direct opposition to one of the most illastri-
ous men of our time. It requires eonsiderable confidence in the power
of truth to dare oppose alone an error, without doubt involuntary, but
supported by the prestige of the highest eloguence,

FParlinmentary history offers nothing more touching, more curions,
than the analysis of the session of the constituent assembly of the 19th
of June, 1790, The day when Alexandre Lameth solicited the removal
of four chained figures, then to be seen in the Place des Vietoires at
the feet of the statne of Louis XIV, an obscure deputy of Rouergne,
M. Lambel, cried from his seat: *To-day is the tomb of vanity. I
demand that henceforth it shall be forbidden any one to take the titles
of duke, marquis, count, baron,” &c. Charles Lameth sapported the
proposition of his colleagne; he desired that in the foture no one shounld
be calledl noble. Lafayette considered the two demands so evidently
necessary, that he thought it superfluous to support them by many
remarks. Alex. de Noailles agreed with the latter, but considered the
suppression of liveried servants equally urgent. M. de Saint-Fargean
proposed that no one should bear any other name than that of his
family, and set the example by immediately signing his own motion,—
“Michel Louis le Pelletier,” Lastly, Mathen de Montmorency ingisted
that armorial bearings, heraldry, which were among the most apparent
remains of the feudal system, muost not be spared, and demanded
their immediate abolition. These propositions were presented, dis-
cussed, adopted, almost in as short a time as I have taken to give an
account of them. In all this oor confrére did not take an active
part, for the very simple reagson that he was not a member of the
constitoent assembly. If it was a fault to ropture go suddenly all eon-
nection between the past and the present, Condorcet, at least, cannot
be blamed for it. We have, in fact, since learned, throngh the memoirs
of Lafayette, that upon the question of the abolition of heraldry, our
learned philosopher did not agree with Montmoreney., It seemed to
him, on the contrary, more in accordance with the true principles of
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liberty, rather than to suppress armorial bearings, to permit every one,
the plebeian, the artisan, the beggar, as well as the noble, to assnme
them it so inclined.

The law for the abolition of titles of nobility contained nothing spe-
. cific eoncerning the penalties attached toits infringement. Soch a law,
a law without proper savetion, is never observed in any conntry, and
soon falls into disuse. It was, no doubt, to recall to mind its existence,
that on the apniversary of the day on which it was passed by the con-
stitucnt assembly, the 19th of Juwe, 1792, the legislative assembly at
Paris cansed to be barned a large goautity of brevets or diplomas of
dnkes, marquises, vidames, &e. The dame was still burning at the foot
of the statue of Lounis XIV ; the last contribution to it was, perbaps,
the original title of the Marquis Caritat de Condoreet, when the heirs
of this family demanded of the pational tribuve that the same measure
should be extended to all France. The proposition was unanimously
adopted. :

This proposition has been textnally inserted in the Moniteur® It
evidently relates only to titles of nobility. A decided partisan for nnity
in the legislative power, Condorcet hoped to defeat his adversaries
(who still meditated the creation of two chambers,) by the destrue-
tion of certain parchments which they seemed inclined to consult when
composing the personpel of their senate. The artilice was perhaps
shabby, puerile. Still it does wot autborize an illustrions writer, the
bonor of onr literature, to present it as the immediate canse of the
abandonment of certain bistorical works, becanse these works had
ceased entirely a year before, in 1791, It still less authorizes a serious
journal, and of recent date, to tell us that the new Omar, Condoreet,
cansed to be burned the extevsive records of the learned associations,
for these records were not burned; the proposition can be read as
Condorcet made it, and it refers absolutely only to titles of nobility;
for (and this moral argument is in my eyes even stronger than pos-
itive facts and dates) there never could have existed a French cham-
ber, whether created by a monarch or by the pepulace, with elections of
any order, which would have sanctioned by a unanimous vote the bar-
barous, anti-literary, anti-historie, anti-national act, so lightly attrib-
uted to the former secretary of the Academy.

It is at about this epoch, and not after the condemnation of Louis
XVI, as has erroneously been supposed, that, by the formal order of
Catbherine and Frederick William, the name of Condoreet was effaced
from the list of members composing the academies of St. Petersborg and
of Berlin. Notwithstanding all my efforts, I have not been able to dis-
cover whether these two acts of disapproval distressed to any great de.
gree our secretary. Not a line, not a single word of his numerons man-
useripts and printed works refers to this event. Condorcet imagined
perhaps, that as the imperial and royal confirmations added little to the

* Bee the discourse of Condoreet, of lh_ﬂ'iﬂll.'l ut'Juu:,_ﬁ!l'.E.
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actual value of the literary titles he could regard the withdrawal of
these confirmations as a fact little worth lis attention.

Condoreet had seen arise in the legislative assembly the personal dis-
sensions which, growing in bitterness, threatened to imbroe the conven-
tion in blood, and bring the country to the verge of ruin, Ile wus never
willing to take part in these combats when they seemed to center upon
individuoal names, All his tendencies were to moderate rather than
to excite these broils. Several times he addressed to the ears of the
factions these words, full of wisdom: “Think a little less of yoursclves
and a little more of the public good.”

In times of revolutionary agitations, he who is governed by principle
alone is soon considered weak by all parties.  Of this Condorect was an
example. Witness on the one hand this passage from Madame Lioland:
“We may say of the intelligence of Condoreet in relation to Lis person,
it is a fine essence pervading cotton.” On the other hand, the ¢lectoral
corps of Paris, then completely Jacobin, when ealled upon to nominute
its representatives to the convention, withdrew from Condoreet the
mandate which had made him a member of the legislative assembly,

A little later in this same convention, for which five departments, in
default of that of the Seine, had nominated Condoreet, we will see that
it is possible to be both cotton for personal questions and bronze for
questions of principle.

Condorcet acted as one of the judges of Louis XVI. I know that, Ly
a sort of tacit conseot, it is costomary to consider this period of ounr
history as ground too hot to dwell upon with prodence. 1 think snch
reserve objectionable. The mystery in which the events of the time
are enveloped tends to promote the belief that, to the eternal shame of
our national eharacter, not a patriotic feeling, not an act of conrage,
not an elevated idea, not a sentiment of justice, was brought to light
during the long period of the painful drama,

The large portion of the public to whom the Monitenr and other offi-
cial sources of information are interdicted, on account of their high price
or their rarity, are acquainted with tLis part of cur annals only through
a few barbarous phrases, several of which bave been repeated from
generation to generation, but are none the less contrary to the truth.
The overcaution, which under such circumstances wonld prevent the
historian from attributing to each person his real part of the responsi-
Lility, is, in iy opinion, inexcusable. I will, therefore, tell you faith-
fully and without reticence what was Condoreet’s conduet during the
celebrated trial.

Could the King be tried? His inviolability : was it not absolute ac-
cording to the terms of the coustitution? Liberty: was it possible in
a counntry where positive law ecased to be the rule of judgment?
Would it not be vielating an eternal axiom, founded upon humanity
and upon reason, to prosceute actions which vo anterior law bad
stamped as derelict or criminal?  In striet justice, should not the mode
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of judgment bave been regulated before the time of the offense or
erime ¥ Was it to be hoped that a fallen sovereign might find impar-
tial judges among those he once called his subjects? If Louis XVI had
not connted upon absolute inviolability, are we sure that he would have
accepted thoe crown 1

Behold the series of questions, assuredly very natural, which Condor-
cet presented to the tribune of the convention, and which he submitted
to a severe discussion before the commencement of the trial of Lonis
XVI. Tonght to ennmerate them if only to show to what extent they
may deceive themselves to whom the history of our revolution is known
only by a sort of oral tradition, which represents all the members of
the convention as tigers, thirsty for bloed, taking no care to cover
their fury with even the appearance of right and legality. Condorcet
admitted that the King was inviolable, that the constitutional compact
justified all the aects of power which were delegated to bhim, He did
not believe that the same rule should be extended to personal derelic-
tions, if they were withont necessary connection with the fanetions of
royalty. The most perfect codes, said Condorcet, contain defects. That
of Solon, for example, makes no mention of the parricide. The monster
guilty of such a crime, should he therefore remain unpunished? No,
certainly ; to him was applied the pevalty of the murderer.

In admitting condemnations by analogy, Condorcet desired at least
that the tribunal, constituted with unusual prerogatives, shonld be based
upon dispositions favorable to the acensed ; he desired the right of re-
cnsation more extended; the necessity of a larger majority for the con-
demnation, &e.  Aceording to bis views, the judgment of the King
should have been confided to a special jury, chosen from the whole
country by means of electoral colleges,

The right to punish the King did not seem to our confrére so incontest.
able as the right to judge him. The idea of a sentence in some sort
moral might seem, perbaps, strange; Condoreet saw in it the oceasion
of showing to Europe, by a legal discussion, that the change of the
French constitution had not been the effect of the simple caprice of
some individuals.

After baving developed the opinions, true, false, or questionable, that
have just been presented to yon, Condoreet declared, with no less sincer-
ity, thar, without violating the first principles of jurisprudence, the con-
vention could not judge the King., A legislative judiciary was in his
eyes a veritable chimera. Soch an assembly, at onece legislator, im-
peacher, and judge, seemed to him a monstrosity, an example the most
dangerons, In all times, he said, and in all countries, the judge has
been considered lawlully reprebensible who in advance manifests any
opinion of the culpability or the innocence of the accused. In fact,
justice cannot be expected from men who, forced to renounce an opin-
ion publicly expressed, must consequently ineur at the least the
reproach of tickleness. Now, said Condorcet, in a solemn declaration
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addressed to the Swiss nation, the convention bas already pronounced
upon the culpability of the King. Condorcet as to the rest demanded
that in the case of condemunation, the right should be reserved of mitigat-
ing the punishment. *“To pardon the King,” said he, “may become
an act of prudence ; to conserve the power to do so is an act of wisdom.”

It is in the same discourse that I read the words, whose beauty are
enhanced by the solemn circomstances of the speaker:

¢]1 believe the punishment by death unjust. * * * The abolition
of the death penalty woulid be one of the most efficacions means of ele-
vating the human species by assisting to destroy the inelination to-
wards ferocity, which has long dishovored it, * * * Puonishments
which allow correction and repentance, are alone snitable for the regen-
eration of the race.”

The convention, scorning all the scruples Condoreet had raised, con-
stitnted itself a sovereign tribunal for the trial of Louis XVL Oar
brother did pot decline to take part. Was this one of those cazes in
the body politic, when the minority must blindly submit to the yoke
of the majority? The most eriminal of usurpations is, without con-
tradiction, that of the jodicial power; it wonpds both the intelligence
and the heart. Oun such a sabject, could the testimony of the con-
science be placed in the balance against the material result of the
ballot? Let us not always carry severity to the extreme ; let us remems-
ber that in the open sea, in the midst of the storm, even the most in-
trepid sailor is somelimes seized with dizziness the timid landsman safe
on shore has never experienced. It would certainly have been more
Roman to bave refused the fanetion of judge; it was more human, accord-
ing to the ideas of Condorcet, to accept it. Condorcet refused to vote
for the punishment of death, Any other penalty he considered could be
awarded, and bhe demanded an appeal to the people.

DISCUSSION OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SECOND YEAR.—CONDOR-
CET AN OUTLAW—HIS RETREAT WITH MADAME VERNET—HI13 SKETCH
OF A HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS OF THE HUMAN MIND.—I'LIGHT OF
CoXpoRCET—HIS DEATH.

Of all the writings of Condorcet none exercised so fatal an influence
npon his destiny as the plan for the constitution for the second year,

In the midst of the incomparable efforts made by the convention fo
repulse the armed ‘enemy, to suppress the civil war, to create finaneial
resources, to resapply the arsenals, the political organization of the
country was not forgotten ; a commission composed of nine of its mem-
bers was intrusted with the preparation of a new constitution. Con-
dorcet was one of the nine. After several months of assiduouns labor
and of profound disenssion, this commission presented, on the 15th and
16th of Febroary, 1793, the result of itz deliberation. The new plan
of the constitution consisted of not less than thirteen heads, sub-
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divided into a great number of articles. An introduction of a hundred
and filteen pages, written by Condoreet, gave in detail the motives
which had decided the commission. The eonvention accorded to the
draught of our colleague the preference over all the others presented for
its consideration from other guarters, and concluded that it would with-
out delay be publicly discussed. Violent debates excited each day by
personal enmity, the bitterness of party spirit; the wearisome difliculties
of the circnmstances, and the incessant usurpations of the commune of
Paris absorbed all the time of the sessions. Condoreet, caring only for
what be considered as directly promoting the trinmph, the glory, and the
happiness of Franee, grieved to see the considerstion of the constitu-
tion day by day deferred. In his impatience he demanded a limit
fixed for the delay, at the expiration of which a new convention shounld
be ealled. At Paris the proposed constitution received very little
attention; the departments, on the contrary, received it with favor.
It carried and promoted ideas which had become so powerful that it
was impolitic not to take them into account. Accordingly after the
events of the 31st of May and the 2d of June, the part of the conven-
tion in the ascendeney ecousidered it opportune to gratify withont
delay the wish of the people for the constitution so long promised the
country; but it refused to take up again the plan of Condoreet. Five
commissioners, appointed by the committee of the public safety, at
the bead of which was Héranlt de Séchelles, made a pew plan which
the committee amended and aceepted in a single session. The conven-
tion was not leas expeditions. The constitution presented on the 10th
of Juve, 1703, was decreed on the 24th of the same month. The happy
shouts of the populace and the thunder of cannon announced in Paris
the great event.

The constitution, according to the terms of the decree, was to be sanc-
tioned or rejected by the primary assemblies in the short space of three
days from the time of notification, and Lere oceurred an act of Condoreet
in order to appreciate the bravery of which it is necessary to go back
in thonght to that terrible period in our annals which followed the 31st
of May.

Sieyés, in private coufidence, called the work of Héraunlt de Séchelles
a bad index of subjeets. What Sieyés said in se2ret Condoreet dared to
write to his constituents. He did more: in a letter made publie, the
celebrated sivant openly proposed to the people not to sanetion the uew
constitution. His reasons were many and clearly expressed :

“The integrity of the pational representation,” said Condorcet, *has
just been destroyed by the arrest of twenty-seven Girondin members,
The diseussion could no longer be free.  lnquisitorial censure, the pillage
of printing offices, the violation of the secrets of letters, must be consid-
ered as having presented insurmountable obstacles to the manifestation
of the popular sentiment. The new constitotion,” added Coudoreet, * as
it speaks of no compensation for the deputies, leads to the supposition
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that it is considered desirable to compose the national convention always
of rich men or of those with good prospects for the futare. The elections,
too indirect, are a preminm for intrignes and medioerity. It is an insalt
to the people to suppose them incapable of making good immediate elec-
tions., To compose the executive power of twenty-four persons is to
throw affairs into hopeless stagnation. A coopstitution which does not
guarantee civil liberty is radically defective. There is in some minds a
tendency toward federalism, toward the rupture of French unity, but the
greatest mistake is to have rendered the means of reform illusory.”

A critic so quick, so accurate, so just, moreover, conld not have been
welcome to the anthors of the project, but what followed irritated them
still more, for self-love is always the weak side of our species, even with
thoze who call themselves statesmen.

“All that is good in the second projeet of a constitotion iz copied
from the first,—which bas only been perverted and corrupted by the
attempt to correct and improve,” Chabot denounced the letter of Con-
dorcet to the convention in the session of the 8th of July, 1793. The
ex-Capuchin called the new constitution of Héranlt de Séchelles a sub-
lime work. He spoke of the criticism as an infamous article which only
villains could tolerate, and after the use of these abusive terms, adds:
“Condorcet pretends that his constitution is better; that the primary
assemblies ought to accept it. I propose, therefore, that he be placed
under arrest, and compelled to plead his cause at the bar.”

The assembly accordingly decreed without further aceusation that
the illustrious deputy from Aisne should be arrested and the state seal
placed npon his papers.

Condorcet, althongh generally, but erroneously, conzidered a Girondist,
was not among the number of the twenty-fonr deputies arrested on the
dlst of May. On the 3d of October, 1793, however, his name is found
with those of DBrissot, Vergniand, Gensonné, Valazé, in the list of the
conventionals brought before the revolationary tribunal, accused of
conspiracy against the nnity of the republic and condemned to death.

Condorcet, condemned as contumacious, was outlawed; was placed
upon the list of exiles and all his possessions were confiscated.

% Honor took refoge in the camp.” 1n this short sentence historians
pretend to give an idea of the terrible years 1793 and 1794 of our
revolution. But the great epochs of history can be described in so few
words, only at the expense of truth. It is true the armies of the repub-
lic manifested a devotion, a patience, and a courage really admirable;
it is troe the soldiers, badly armed, badly clothed, barefooted, strangers
to the most simple military evolutions, hardly knowing how to nse their
gons, overcame by foree of patriotism the best troops of Enrope, and
drove them disorganized beyond the frontiers; yes, from the bosom of
the people, whose intelligence had been dwarfed by the aristocratic
pride and prejudices of our ancestors, sprang as if by enchantment im-
mortal leaders; yes, when the welfare or honor of the country required
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- it, the son of an hnmble goat-herd became the illustrious head of one of
our armies, the conqueror of Marshal Warmser and the peace-muaker of
the Vendée; yes,the son of a simple tavern-keeper precipitated bimself,
like an avalanche from the heights of the Albis, and dispersed from
under the walls of Zurich the Razsian forees of Korsakoff, even at the
moment when they considered themselves marching sarely to the con-
quest of France; yes, the son of a plasterer with a few thousand wen
gave at Heliopolis such proofs of gkill and of bravery that the phalanx
of Macedonia and the legions of Casar can no longer be ealled the most
valiant troops which have trodden the land of Egypt.

I deplore, I denounce, as vebemently as any one, the sanguinary acts
which stained the years 1793 and 1794, but 1 caonot regard our glorions
revolution only under this sad aspeet. I find,on the contrary, much to
admire, even amid the eruel scenes which marked the various stages of
its progress, Can we cite, for instance, any conntry, ancient or modern,
in which the victims of both sexes and all parties bave given greater
proof at the foot of the scaffold of resignation, of force of character, of
ready sacrifice of life, than was manilested by onr unfortunate compa-
triots? Nor should be forgotten the intrepid assiduity manifested by
many honorable citizens in assisting and sheltering the proscribed.

This last reflection brings us back to Condorcet and the admirable
woman who conecealed him for more than nine months, It may be sop-
posed that Condoreet did not fully measure all the gravity, all the import-
ance, of the article which he published after the adoption of the constitn-
tion of the second year. This mistake, however, must be corrected. That
which presented itself to the mind of the deputy of Aisne as a duty,
he accomplisbed with full knowledge of the imminent danger incarred.
As indisputable proof of this, I find that the pablication of the Address
to the citizens of France upon the new constitution coincides exaetly with
the steps taken to secure & place of refuge for the anthor.

In the political as in the terrestrial atmosphere, there are signs that
herald storms, recognized at a glance by the experienced, however indefi-
nite they may appear to others. Condoreet, his brother-in-law Cabanis,
their common friend Vie-d’Agir, could not be deceived. After his pob-
lie manifestation upon the sobject of the constitution of the year II
(of the Iiepublie), the impeachment of Condoreet was inevitable ; the
thonder-bolt was launched at bis head, and it was necessary for him to
seek shelter without delay.

Two pupils of Cabanis and of Vie.d’Azir, who have since become dis-
tingnisked members of this Academy, MM. Pinel and Boyer, suggested
that he should vegort for this purpose to No. 21 Servandoni street,
where they had resided. This hounse, ordinarily occupied by students,
belonged to the widow of Lounis Francois Vernet, a sculptor and near rela-
tive of the great painters of that name. Madam Vernet, as well as her
husband, was born in Provence. She had a warm heart, a lively
imagination, a character open and frank; her benevolence amounted



CONDORCET : A BIOGRAPHY. 223

to self-zacrifice. These qualities obviated the necessity of circumlo-
cntion and long negotiation. “Madam,” said MM. Boyer and Pinel,
“we wish tosave a proseript.” ¢ Is be an honest man ; is be virtnons "
“Yes, madam.” #In that case, let him come!” ¢ We will tell you his
name,” “You can tell me that later; lose not a moment; while wa
speak together, your friend may be arrested.”

That same evening Condoreet intrusted his life to a woman whose
existence even a few hours before was unknown to him.

Condorcet was not the first fugitive received at No. 21; one other had
preceded him there. Madam Vernet never consented, in regard to this un-
known, to satisfy the natural curiosity of the family of our confrére. Even
in 1830, after nearly thirty-seven years bhad elapsed, her answers to the
pressing questions of Madam O'Covnor pever passed beyond vagoe
generalities. The refugee, she said, was a great enemy of the revolntion;
he lacked firmness, was frightened by the least noise in the street, and
did not quit his retreat until after the 9th Thermidor. The excellent
woman added, with a smile and some sadness, * Since that time 1 have
not seen bim ; how do you sappose I can recollect Lis name.”

Our confrére had hardly entered his retreat in Servandoni street,
when he became a prey to the most cruel mental tortare. Iis income
was seized ; he could not dispose of a straw belonging to him. TFor
himself, personally, he did not saffer on this acconut, for Madam Ver-
net provided for his pecessities ; with this incomparable woman to as-
sist an unfortunate was so much a matter of duty, that afterward, when
the family of the illastrions secretary became opulent, they endeavored
in vain, with repeated and constantly-renewed efforts, to induce her to
receive some remuneration.

But, safe himself, * W here,” thonght the illustrions academician, * will
ghe live who is so unfortunate as to bear my name to-day, when every
noble woman, and much more every wife of a proseript, is excluded from
the capital?” “Trast to the resonrees of a devoted wife,” Madam Con-
dorcet managed to come ioto Paris every morning with the purveyors
of the markets., “ But how will she support herself?” still demanded our
confrére in his uneasy solicitude. It seemed, in fact, impossible that a
lady delicately reared, accastomed to be served and not to serve others,
coald gain by her own exertions sufficient maintenance for herself, her
young danghter, her sick sister, and an old housekeeper. Buab the ap-
parently impossible was soon in fact accomplished. The need of some
representation of the lineaments of relations and friends is never greater
than doring a revolution. Madam de Condorcet passed her days in
making portraits now in the prisons, and these were the most in demand ;
now in the silent retreats the charitable secured for the proseribed; in
the brilliaut drawing-rooms, or in the modest habitations of ¢itizens of all
classes who considered themselves threatened by approaching danger.
The skill of Madam Coundoreet also rendered much less vexations, mueh

less perilous, the frequent raids of detachments of the revolutionary
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army upon her dwelling-place of Antenil. TUpon the demand of the sol-
diers she reprodoced their features with the peneil or the brush, She
exercised over them the fascination of her talents, and almost converted
them into protectors. As soon as painting ceased to be remunerative,
Madam Condorcet, exempt from prejudices, did not hesitate to open a
store for lingerie. Later she became the skilful translator of the work
of Adam-B8mith npon the moral sentiments, and published, herself, some
letters upon sympathy equally worthy of esteem on account of their
delicavy of perception and their elegance of style.

The first steps, the first snceesses, of Madam Condoreet in the career
of personal abnegation and conrageons devotion we have jnst described
were a balm to the almost fainting heart of the unhappy proseript. He
felt himself inspired for persevering and laborious work. The fores,
the clearness of his mind were not less perfect in the retreat gonarded by
the Leroic humanity of Madame Vernet than they were twenty years
before, when he was secretary of the Academy of Sciences.

The first work written by Condorcet in his seclusion bas never been
printed. I will quote the opening lines:

“As [ canpot know whether I shall survive the present erisis,” writes
the illastrions philesopher, I consider it a duty to my wife, my child,
and my friends, who may soffer from the calumnies attached to my
memory, to give a simple exposition of my principles and my conduoet
during the revolution.”

Cabanis and Garat were mistaken when they affirmed in the introduae-
tion to the Skefch aof the progress of the human mind that their friend wrote
only a few lines of this exposition. The manuscript consists of forty-
one closely-written pages, and embraces nearly the whole of the public
career of Condorcet. As secretary of the Academy of Moral and Polit-
ical Sciences, I should perhaps transeribe the whole of this writing, in
which the candor, the good faith, and the sinecerity of our confriére are so
brilliantly manifested ; bat the specialties of the Aeademy of Sciences
exclude such details, Nevertheless, as itis the manifest duty not only for
all academicians but all citizens to free our national history, our eommon
patrimony, from the miserable stains the action of a limited party have
impressed upon her, I will give the opinion of Condoreet in regard to
the massacres of September :

#The massacres of the 2d of September,” he writes, ¥ a stain upon our
revolution, were the work of the folly, the ferocity, of a few men, and
not of the people, who endeavored not to see what they were unable to
prevent. The factions party, few in number, to whom these deplorable
events ought to be attributed, were artful enongh to paralyze the pablic
power, to deceive the citizens and the national assembly. They were
resisted feebly and withont system, becanse the true condition of affairs
was not understood.”

Is it not a pleasure, gentlemen, to find the people, the true people of
Paris, exonerated from all responsibility in the odious buatchery, by a
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man whose enlightened nnderstanding, patriotiam, and high position are
a triple gunarantee of truthfulness? In future the following apostrophe of
a workman to the commune will not stand alone as an isolated expression
of individoal opinion :

“ Yon pretend to be destroying the enemies of the country. I do not
call unarmed men such, Lead to the Cbamp de Mars these nofortun-
ates who, as you say, wonld rejoice in the failare of the republic. Let
us meet them equal in numbers, equal in arms, and there will then he
nothing in their death to cause us to blush.”

Coodoreet bore his seclusion with great resignation until he heard of
the tragical death of the Girondist conventionalists, who had been con-
demned on the same day as himself, This terrible circumstance concen-
trated all his thoughts upon the danger incurred by Madame Vernet.
He had an ionterview with his brave protectress, which, although it
seems like sacrilege, I give without changing a single word:

“Your kindnesses, madam, are engraved upon my heart with inefface-
able lines. The more I admire yoar courage, the more I feel it my duty
as an honest wan not to impose further upon it. The law is positive :
if I am discovered in your dwelling, you will have the same sad end as
myself. 1 am an outlaw ; I canpot remain longer.” #“The convention,
monsienr, has the right to put you beyond the amenities of the law, but
has not the power to place you beyond those of humanity ; you will re-
main.”

This admirable answer was immediately followed by the organization
in No. 21 Servandoni street of a system of surveillanee to prevent the
departure of the illustrions refogee, in which most of the members of
the household, and particalarly the humble porter, had a part. Mad-
am Vernet inspired with her own virtue all those who surrounded her,
From this day Condoreet did not make a movement which was not ob-
served.

At this time oceorred an incident which shows the superior intelli-
gence of Madam Vernet, and her profonnd knowledge of the human
heart.

One day as he was mounting the staircase leading to the chamber he
occupied, Condoreet enconntered the eitizen Marcos, deputy solicitor to
the convention for the department of Mont Blane. Marcos belonged to
the section of the mountaineers; he had been lodging for several days
with Madam Vernet. Under his disguise, Condoreet had not been ree-
ognized ; but was it possible to count upon this good fortune for any
length of time? The illustrions proseript confided his uneasiness to his
devoted hostess. * Wait,” said she, “ I will arrange this matter immedi-
ately.” BShe ascended to the chamber of Marcos, and, without any pre-
amble, addressed these words to him: #Citizen, Gondorcet dwe'ls under
the same roof with yourself; if he is arrested it will be you who has
denounced him ; if bhe perishes it will be you who bas cansed his head
to full. ¥You are a benevolent man ; I have no need to say more.,” This

8, Mis, 50—15
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noble confidence was not betrayed. Marcos entered, even at the peril of
his life, into direct relations with Condoreet. 1t was he who provided
him with the romances which our confiére devoured in large numbers.
Madam Verpet felt that throngh the restlessness of the prisoner, an
accident might at any time betray Lim; that her efforts would in the
end prove to be in vain if his mind were not more serionsly occupied.
At ber instigation, Madam de Condoreet, and the friends of her hus-
band, entreated him to devote his time to some important composition.
Condoreet yielded to their connsel, and commenced his Sletch of a lis-
toric picture of the progress of the human mind.,

While thus, through the judicions influence of Madam Vernet, Con-
doreet turned his serutinizing gaze on the social condition of the past and
foture human race, he succeeded in divertivg bis thoughts completely
from the terrible convulsions in which France was then struggling. In
the Sketch of the progress of the human mind there is not a line in which
the acrimony of the proseript has taken the place of the cool reason of
the philosopher and the noble desire to promote the advance of civiliza-
tion. *“Everything tells us that we are on the eve of one of the great
revolations of the human race. * * * The present indications are .
that it will be & happy ope.” Thus Condoreet wrote when he was hope-
less of escape from the aective pursanit of his implacable persecntors;
when the sword of death waited to fall only until the identity of the
vietim could be assured.

It was in the middle of March, 1794, that Condoreet wrote the last
lines of Lis essay; to earry the work further without the aid of books
was not in the power of any human mind. The work did not see the day
until 1795, after the death of the anthor. The public received it with
universal approbation. Two translations—one English, one German—
made the Sketeh very popular abroad. The convention obtained three
thousand copies, which were distribnted through the efforts of the com-
mittee of public instruction over the entire republic. In the antograph
manuseript the work is ealled not a shetch but a Programme of a historical
picture of the progress of the human mind, Condorcet indicates its object
in the following terms :

“ 1 intend to confine myself to the general traits which characterize
the varions phases through which the human 1ace must pass, which
sometimes manifest its progress, sometimes its decadence, which betray
canses and show their effects. * * * It is not the science of
man in general that I undertake to treat; I wish to show solely how,
through time and his own efforts, he has been able to enrich his mind
with new truths, to perfect bis intelligence, to extend the use of his
facalties, and to employ them to better advantage for his own happiness
and the common good.”

The work of Condoreet is too well known to require analysis here.
Ilow, moreover, can a programme be apalyzed ? I will merely draw the

5. Mis, 50—15
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attention of nnprejodiced minds to the carious chapter where, dwelling
upon the future progress of the buman mind, the author shows the
necessity, the jostice (these are his expressions) of establishing an
entire equality of eivil and political rights between the individuals of
the two sexes, and proclaims, besides, the indefinite perfectibility of the
homan race.

The latter philosophieal idea was opposed with extreme violence in the
beginning of this ceatury by all the popular writers. According to
them the doctrine of indefinite perfectibility is not only untroe, Lot
prodoetive of disastrous consequences. The Jouwrnal des Débats pre-
sented it “as favoring too muach the projeets of the seditious.” In the
severe criticism made of it in the Mercure, in reference to a work of
Madam de Staél, Fontanes flattering the passions of Napoleon, even
maintained this dream of perfeetibility to be a terrible menuace to gov-
ernments, Finally, to weaken (according to the ideas of the day) the
rights of this philosophical doctrine to any serious consideration, it
was pretended that Voltaire was ifs first, its trone originator. This as-
sertion, however, conld not well be sustained. The idea of perfectibility
is in fact found in Bacon, in Paseal, in Descartes. Nowhere, however,
is it more clearly expressed than in this passage from Bossuet: “After
six thousand years of observation the hnmaup mind is not yet exhansted ;
it investigates, it discovers still, and may do =0 to infinity ; idleness
alope can limit its knowledge and its inventions.”

The merit of Condoreet in regard to this partienlar snbject is confined
to having stodied by means of data furnished through modern science,
and by ingenions association of the facts obtained, the hypothesisof an
indefinite perfectibility relative to the daration of the life of man, and
his intellectual faculties. Buot he was, I believe, the first to extend the
system so as to indoce the hope of the indefinite perfection of the moral
faculties. Thas I read in his work *that a day will come when onr
interests and onr passions will have no more infloence upon the jndg-
ments which control the will than they have now upon scientific opin-
ions.” Here, without entirely differing from the author, I would say he
“malkes a prediction it will require a long time to fulfl.

The programme was originally intended to have been followed by a
Tableauw complet (2 complete picture) of the progress of the human mind.
This pictare, composed principally of facts, of historical docnments, and
of dates, was not finished. The editors of 1804 published some frag-
ments of it; other portionsg are found in the papers of M. and Mme.
O'Connor. Let us hope that filial piety will favor the public with the
rest. I dare to hope that it will establish the judgment given by Dan-
non of the sketeh: I do not know any one, however erndite, either
of this or any other nation, who deprived as Condorcet was of books,
and with no other ganide than his memory, could have composed such a
worl.”

As soon as the fever of anthorship of our confiére was abated, his fears
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system so as to indoce the hope of the indefinite perfection of the moral
faculties. Thas I read in his work *that a day will come when onr
interests and onr passions will have no more infloence upon the jndg-
ments which control the will than they have now upon scientific opin-
ions.” Here, without entirely differing from the author, I would say he
“malkes a prediction it will require a long time to fulfl.

The programme was originally intended to have been followed by a
Tableauw complet (2 complete picture) of the progress of the human mind.
This pictare, composed principally of facts, of historical docnments, and
of dates, was not finished. The editors of 1804 published some frag-
ments of it; other portionsg are found in the papers of M. and Mme.
O'Connor. Let us hope that filial piety will favor the public with the
rest. I dare to hope that it will establish the judgment given by Dan-
non of the sketeh: I do not know any one, however erndite, either
of this or any other nation, who deprived as Condorcet was of books,
and with no other ganide than his memory, could have composed such a
worl.”

As soon as the fever of anthorship of our confiére was abated, his fears
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of the danger inearred by Madam Vernet by his presence in Servan.
doni street were renewed. IHe then, to use his own words, resolved to
quit & retreat which the onlimited devotion of his tutelary saint had
transformed into a paradise.

Condoreet was so well assored of the probable consequence of the
step he was aboat to take, the chances of safety appeared to him so
slight, that before leaving the protection of Madam Vernet he recorded
his last wishes. This document, which I have in my hands, manifests
thronghout an elevated miod, a feeling heart, and a bLeantiful soul. I
dare even to say that in no language can there be found anything more
thoughtful, more touching, more graceful in form than some passages
in this testament, the last effort of our confrére, which he called The ad-
vice of a proseript to his dawghter. I regret that time does not permit
me to make some quotations from it. These lines, so clear, so full of
delicate and nataral feeling, were written by Condoreet on the very day
when he was aboat to expose himself to great danger. The feeling that
a violent death was almost inevitable did not disturb him; his hand
traced these terrible expressions, my death, my approaching death, with
a firmness the stoics of antiquity might have envied. Sensibility, on
the contrary, overcame his strength of mind when the illostrious pro-
seript considered that Madam de Condorcet might be included in the
violent death which threatened him. When obliged to mention this
terrible contingency, be no longer speaks directly to the point, but en-
deavors, if we may so say, to veil from bis own eyes the horrors of the
situation by ambiguons expressions—*If my danghter is destined to
lose both parents.” This is the most explicit referenee he makes to the
subject in all the writing; and then, as if even this was too much for
him, he immediately reverts to the support of his child, then only five
years old. He hopes that his dear Eliza will remain with his benefac-
tress, He foresees and provides for everything. Eliza will call Madame
Vernet her second mother ; she will learn, under the direction of this
excellent friend, besides the nsual ocenpations of woman, how to design,
paint, and engrave sufficiently well to gain o living, In case of neces-
sity, she might apply for assistance in England to Lord Stauhope, and
Lord Idean; in America,to Bache, grandson of Franklin, and to Jefferson.
She should therefore be tanght the Epglish language; this, moreover,
was the wish of her mother, which was, in itself, enongh. At the proper
time, Madam Vernet will canse to be read to Mademoiselle Condoreet
the instructions of bher parents from the original manuseript (this eir-
cumstance is especially indicated). Eliza must be kept free from any
desire for revenge, must be taught to overcome what would natuorally
be, under the cirenumstances, her filial tendencies in this respect. This
was a sacrifice demanded of ber in the name of her father. The will
terminates with these lines: # I say nothing of my feelings toward the
generpus friend (Madam Vernet) for whom this document is intended ;
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the dangerons mission Sarret had nndertaken; he left Condoreet and
retorned to Paris,

What happened then, accounts do not agree. As far as I can learn,
Condoreet solicited hospitality only for a single night. Certain diffical-
ties, of which I will not makemyself the judge, prevented his friends from
granting his reqnest; nevertheless they arranged that a small garden
door opening ontward toward the country should not be closed at night,
anid that Condorcet might present himself there at ten o'clock. When
taking leave of the unfortupate proscript, they presented him with the
Epistles of Horace, a poor resource in truth for one obliged to seek a
refage in the dreary darkness of the quarries of Clamast. These old
friends of Condorcet undonbtedly committed the irreparable fault of
felegating to others, and not seeing themselves that the arrangement
made was carried ont. For one or two days afterward Madam Vernet
who passed over the conntry of Fontenay-anx-Roses in every direction,
in the hope that her presence there might be nseful to the fugitive,
remarked a mound of earth and tuft of grass in front of the little gate,
proving, alas, only too well, that for a long time it had not turned on
its hinges; during two dreary nights no door had been open for him,
except in Servandoni street.  There at No. 21 during a whole week frout
door, shop door, or alley-door would have yielded to the slightest pres-
sure of the fugitive’s finger. In the possibility, 1 can hardly say the
Lhope of a nocturnal return, Madam Vernet did not think of the thieves
and assassins who at that time especially hannted Paris. (Great, alas,
was the difference in conduoct of the two families, with whom ties
formed in prosperity by favors conferred and ties of misfortune had
connected Condorcet.

On the 5th of April, at two o’clock, we see Condoreet leaving with
resignation, but not withont sadness, the country honse where he had
hoped to pass twenty-four honrs in security. No one will ever know the
anguish, the sofferings he endured throoghont the 6th, On the Tth
we sec him, wonnded in limb and impelled by bunger, enter an eating-
house of Clamart, and ask for an omelette. Unfortunately this man,
of almost universal information, did not know even approximately how
many eggs a4 workman eats at a repast. When asked by the shopman
how many he desired, heanswered a dozen. This unusual number excited
sarprise, soon suaspicion, which spread quickly. The stranger was re-
quested to exhibit his passport; bhe had none. Pressed by questions, he
c¢alled himself a carpenter, but the state of his hands contradicted the
assertion. The municipal anthorities were informed, bad him arrested,
and sent bim to Bourg-la-Reine. On the route a kind vine-dresser meat-
ing the prisoner, seeing his wonnded limb and his limping walk, gen-
eronsly lent him his horse. I onght not to pass over this last mark of
gympathy received by our nnfortunate eonfrére.

On the Sth of April {(1704), in the morning, when the jailer of Bourg la
Reine opened the door of the dungeon in which the unkpnown prisonir



CONDORCET : A BIOGRAPHY. 231

bad been confined, in order that the gendarmes might conduet him to
Paris, he found only & corpse. Our confrére bad escaped the scaffold
by a dose of econeentrated poison he had for sometime earried in a ring.®

Boehard de S8aron, Lavoisier, Lo Rochefoucaald, Malesherbes, Bailly.
Condorcet—such were the losses sustained by the Academy during
our sangoinary stroggles, The memories of these illustrious men
have fared very differently ; some have rested in peace in the auiversal
and well-deserved regret; others have periodically been subjected to
the storm of political abuse.

If my powers obey my will, I hope soon in this place to speak to you
of Bailly., To-day I shall not feel that I have accomplished my sacred
task, even after all that bas been said, if I do not free the memory of
Condoreet from a calumnious imputation. The (orm of this accusation
against our brother does not lessen my inquietude; it imputes to him
only weakness, but weakness under some circuamstances is a erime,

In giving an accoant of the deplorable condemnation of Lavoisier, a
pen very wise, very respectable, and very respected, wrote syme years
ago: “Mueh hope was felt for Lavoisier on account of certain circum-
stances some of his confréres could udduce in his favor; but terror
froze their hearts,” With this o8 foundation, a eertain publie, eruelly
triling, nombered upon their fingers the academicians who had seats
in the convention, and so, without further examination, the name of our
former secretary is found fatally impiicated in the stupidly ferocious
act which deprived France of an excellent citizen, the world of a man
of genina. Two dates, two simple dates, will show that when no names
are mentioned in connection with so grave an event, when ounly general
terms are used and no one i3 eapecially acensed, it is not wise, to say the
least, to implicate everybody.

Condorcet, it has been said, might have interfered in favor of Lav.
oisier. WhenT—at the time of the arrest? Then this is my answer:
Lavoisier was arrested in the month of April, 1794. Condorcet was
proseribed and hidden with Madam Verpet from the commencement
of July, 1793. After the sentence of the revolutionary tribunal? The
response is still more deecisive : Lavoisier died on the 8th of May, 1704,
Condoreet poisoned himsell at Bourg la Reine a month before, on the Sth
of April. I need not add a word to these figures; they will remain im-
printed by ineffaceable lines upon the foreheads of the calnmniators of
our noble confrére,

PORTRAIT OF CONDORCET.
I have successively presented to your eyes, and in what has appeared

to me the true light, the savant, the literateur, the political economist,and
the member of two of our national assemblies, It remains for me to

* This peison (we do not know its nature), was prepared by Cabania, That with
which Napoleon attempted to poison himself at Fontaineblean was of the same origin

and the same date.
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give the portrait of the man of society, to speak of bis exterior appear-
ance and of his manners, Af one time I was in despair of fulfilling
this part of my task, for I had not known personally the secretary of
the Academy. I had never even scen him. I knew too well, besides,
that books are very unfaithful goides to o knowledge of their writers;
that anthors can assume sometimes in their works a charaeter totally at
variance with theirhabitnal acticns. The maxim of Buffon had often been
contradicted by fact: “A man’s style is the man himselt.,” Happily,
unpablished correspondence Las in a manner transferred me into the
family of Condoreet ; has shown him to me surrounded by his relations,
his friends, Lis confréres, his subordinates, and his elients; has made
me the witness, the confidant, I had almost said, of all his actions. So
I feel reassured. Need I fear to speak with boldness of the most secret
thoughts of the illustrions academician, of his private life, of Lis most
sacred feelings, when I have for guides and references Turgot, Voltaire,
d’Alembert, Lagrange, and a woman (Mademoizelle de L'Espinasse)
celebrated by the extent, the penetration, and the delicacy of her mind?

Condorcet was of large stature; the immense size of bis head, his large
shoulders, his robust body, eontrasted with limbs which bad always
remained slight on account, our brother thought, of the inactivity which
his eostame of a girl, and the too great solicitude of his mother, im-
posed upon him during the first eight years of his life.

Condoreet always retained, with great simplieity, something approach-
ing toawhkwardoess., Tosee him unly in passing, it would have been said,
That is & good man, ratber than, That is a wise man. His principal trait,
his truly characteristic quality, was an extreme kinduoess, which was in
accordance with the gentle expression of a beantiful face.

Condoreet was considered by his mere acquaiotances as cold anpd in-
sensible. This was a great mistake. He never, perhaps, addressed affee-
tionate expressions to his relatives and friends; but be pever lost an
opportunity of giving active proof of bis attachment. Ile was afflicted
with their afflictions; he suffered from their misfortones to such a degree
that his sleep was often disturbed and his health affected.

How does it happen, then, that our confrére bas been so frequently
acensed of insensibility T Becaunse the emotions of Lis noble soul were
not manifested readily in his countenanee, He would listen with an
air of the ntmost indifference to the story of an unfortunate ; but while
others were content to manifest their sympathy in vain words, he, with-
ont saying anything, would bring suceor and consolation of all kinds
torelieve the sufferings whieh had been revealed to him.  You know now
the true meaning of the words of d’Alembert, ¢ Condorcet is a voleano
covered with suow.,” It is a great mistake to suppose the immortal
geometer, by his picturesque simile, meant to indicate violence of char-
acter, disguised by coldness, .

I¥Alembert bad geen the voleano in full action in the year 1771, The
geometer, the metaphysician, the political cconomist, the philosopher,
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Condorcet, entirely overwhelmed by an affair of the heart, had then be-
come for all bis aequaintances an object of pity. He even thought of
committing snicide. The manner in which he rejected the palliative for
his grief, recommended by his friend and confidaut, Turgot, is interest-
ing: “Makesome verses; itisa kindof compesition you are nnacenstomed
to, and will distract your wind.” *“ I do not like bad verses; I could not
endure my own.” *“Attack some deep problem of geometry.” “ When a
depraved .taste has sapplied us with aliment of strong flavor, all other
food is displeasing to ns. The passions are o degradation of the intel-
lect; ountside of the feeling which absorbs me, nothing in the world
interests me."  As a physician tries all remedies in desperate caseg, Tur-
rot then endeavored to excite the fortitude of his friend by examples
taken from ancient and modern history and even mythology, but all in
vain; time alone could eore, time alone did core, in fact, the wound
which rendered our eonfrére so unbhappy. )

If the pablic were wrong in accusing Condoreet of insensibility, they
were equally mistaken iu considering him indifferent in matters of art.

When at the French Academy was read for the first time one of those
literary produetions which formed the glory and the honor of the eighteenth
century, Condoreet would remain completely impassive in the midst of
the most enthusiastic manifestations pf admiration for the author, would
bardly seem to have listened, but as soon as opportunity offered he
wonld analyze minutely the work, appreciating its beauoties and indi-
cating the weak portions with tact and delicaey as well as admirable
judgment, while in support of his remarks he wounld recite without hesi-
tation long quotations in prose or verse which bad become engraved
upon his most remarkable memory. '

The reserve Condoreet imposed npon himself before strangers gave
place in social intercourse to a gayety, simple, refined, and slightly
epigrammatic in expression, It was then the immense variety of his
knowledge was revealed. He spoke with equal clearness, equal assur-
ance of the rules of geometry, and the regulations of the palace; of
philosophy and the genealogy of the court people; of the customs of
the republics of antiquity, and the tritles of society.

The secretary of the aucient Academy of Sciences descended into the
polemic areua only to defend his friends against the attacks of medioerity,
of hate, and of envy. DBut his courageons devotion did not lead him to
share the unjust prejudices even of those to whom he was most tenderly
attached. This kind of independence is so rare I most give some exam-
ples of it,

IYAlembert, unconsciously inflnenced by a feeling of jealonsy, did not
render full jnstice to Clairant. Yet we find Condorcet, in his ealogies
of M, de Trudaine and of M. d’Arci, referring almost unnecessarily to the
relations of these savans with the anthor of the beauntiful work upon the
firnre of the earth, while he does not hesitate to call Clairant a man of
genins and to speak of the wonders he accomplished in his yonth.
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Lagrange and d’Alembert had a very low opinion of the Lettres &' Eu-
ler & une Princesse d’Allemagne. They had even gone so far as to eall
them, in allnsion to a feeble work written by Newton in his old age,
*“the commentary upon the apocalypse of Eunler ”; Condoreet regarding
them from another point of view found the letters useful, and not con-
tent with praising them, became the editor of them, without the slight-
¢st sngpicion that this independence of opinion might eause umbrage to
his best friends. .

The book of Helvéting had irritated Turgot, who expressed himself
very emphatically about it, in his eorrespondence. Upon this point the
celebrated intendant of Limoges was impatient of contradiction. Con-
dorcet nevertheless maintained his own opinion of the work with great
firmuess; be was far from considering it irreproachable, but thought
that its dangerons tendencies were exaggerated,

Vanity reigns snpreme in all classes of society, particularly, it is said,
among wen of letters.  We can nevertheless affirm that this active and
universal stimualant of our actions never affected the beautiful sonl of
our former eonfrére. A number of circumstances give evidence of this
rare phenomenon. Jealounsy is the just punishment'of vanity ; yet Con-
dorcet never experienced this eruel infirmity. When absorbed by his
arduous duties as secretary of the Academy, and by his literary and po-
litical engagements, our confriére was obliged to renounce the great and
pure pleasure of scientific discoveries; he nevertheless wrote to Euler,
to Lagrange, to Lambert (d'Alembert was sick at that time), * Give me
news of your work ; I am like one of those old gonrmands, who, unable
longer to digest, still take pleasure in seeing others eat.”

Condorcet carried so far his desire to be useful that his door was never
closed against any one; he was always accessible; he received every
day withoot impatience, without even appearing to be fatigned, the
interminable visita of the legions of troublesome and idle fellows who
abound in all great eities, especially Paris. Considering the value of -
his time, this was kindness carried to heroism. As to Condoreet’s dis-
interestedness, I need not speak of it, as it is well known. “Inethics,” he
wrote in a letter to Turgot, * I am an enemy to indifference and a friend
of indolgence.” The phrase would not represent the trath if taken in
an absolute sense. Condoreet was very indulgent toward others but
very severe with himself. He was very independent in action, so much
80 a8 to injure himself seriously by considering certain forms of polite-
ness, current in society, as species of small change too trifling to be
taken into account. As an example of his disregard of popular opinion,
especially where a principle was concerned, I give the following incident :
M. de Maurepas was very much irritated by a letter directed against
Necker, and in whieh oceurred some passages which coald be injurions
to the publie eredit., It was wrongfully attributed to Condoreet. The
Duke de Nivernais endeavored to persnade his friend and confrere to
write to the minister, but ke resisted with a firmness which, at the time,
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seemed inexplieable. To-day I find the explanation in an unpublished
letter addressed to Turgot. The secretary of the Academy would not
pay even the semblance of respect to & man whom he was far from
respecting.

Condoreet acknowledged his faults and the errors be committed with
a frankness of which the following brief incident is an example: “ Do
you know,” said some one to him, * the circumstances which caunsed the
rupture between Jean Jacques and Diderot?” “No,” he answered, “I
only know that Diderot is an exeellent man, and whoever involved him
in dissension was wrong!” ¢“But it was yoursell?” “Then I was
wmng !FF

In the edition of Pascal's thoughts, by the anthor of Mérope, I find
this noteof Condoreet : “Theexpression, * honest men,” gignified originally
men of probity; in the time ot Paseal, it indicated men of good society;
now it is applied to men of title or of money.” ¢ No,” said Voltaire,
addressing himself to the annotator, *“the honeast men are those at
whose head youn stand.” '

To justily this exclamation, gince it seemed to me the expression of
trauth, has been my object in writing these pages. 1 shall be happy if
the portrait I have traced of the illustrious perpetual secretary of the
ancient Academy of Beiences hias dissipated the very croel prejodices,
neutralized the effects of the more detestable calummnies which have in-
jured his memory ; if, with those who enjoyed the intimaey of Condoreet,
I have made yon se¢ in him a man who has honored science by his
labors, France by his high qualities, humanity Ly his virtues,



